


THE FIGHT FOR A NEW HOME

Each year, millions of immigrants leave everything behind, 
and embark on a journey for a brighter future. The road 
ahead is unknown, but they often have no choice.

While these families strive for a better life, reactionary 
politics across the globe are closing down borders and 
pushing immigrants into dangerous, unknown territory. 
At home and on the road, immigrants are falling victim to 
a sweep of xenophobic profiling, threats to civil liberties, 
human trafficking rings, and other nefarious acts.

The United States and Europe alike have been over-
whelmed by a wave of white nationalism that’s tearing 
families apart and uprooting the very philosophy that 
built these sovereign nations.

Now more than ever, immigrants are in need of the kind 
of empathy and understanding that can only be achieved 
through an immersive documentary series.
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SERIES CONCEPT

Five Roads Through Hell is a character-driven profile of the 
most deadly migration corridors on earth. We travel into 
the belly of the beast to highlight five immigrant groups and 
the brutal realities of their quest.

The series is a down-and-dirty, immersive experience that 
aims to understand the motivations, fears, hopes and dreams 
of these displaced individuals struggling to survive as they 
find a new home.

The unique mix of in-the-moment vérité, self-shot action, 
and intimate confessionals gives the immigrants a creative 
voice by which to share their struggles, fears, and victories as 
they push through the world’s most dangerous immigration 
routes. 

Each episode, viewers bear witness to groups of immigrants 
on the move as they face death, kidnapping, human trafficking, 
dense jungles and stormy seas in hopes of a better future. 

Come along for the adventure of a lifetime: real stakes, real 
stories, real life.
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FORMAT
Each season features ONE immigration zone and FIVE journeys within it. The 
narrative weaves seamlessly from story to story as we join families, lone wolves, 
siblings, and couples on a path toward their new home. 



THE VISUAL APPROACH

Dynamic visual storytelling offers a front row seat to our 
characters’ treacherous journeys, their death-defying feats, 
and the blind determination to pave a path toward a secure 
life. This immersive ride provides an opportunity to see the 
world through the migrant’s lens.

Our camera team will utilize a wide variety of tools to capture 
“the look.” Most on-the-fly scene work will be shot with the 
Alexa Mini, the A7S atop a Ronin stabilization rig for fluidity, 
and an array of hidden cameras for high-security crux points. 
Self-shot vignettes, artistic cutaways, and colorful B-Roll 
elevate the storytelling, step up our production value and 
captivate the audience. Unconventional, artistic framing tells 
the dynamic story–massive panoramic wides, use of negative 
space, textural close-ups, slow motion, and POVs round out 
the piece from one crux point along the route to the next. 
This series is a synergy between a cinematic narrative film and 
a full-fledged experiential follow-doc.
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PRODUCTION & TRACKING

The crew will bounce among the five immigrant groups 
over the course of two months. In order to keep track 
of the characters throughout, a mobile device will be 
given to the immigrants to allow them to track and 
capture their stories as they endure the harsh realities of 
surviving the various sections of their route. This mobile 
device will be used for content creation, but also to keep 
track of the immigrants in order to reunite with them 
along their route. In essence, the immigrant becomes the 
documentarian.  We anticipate an immersive experience 
that allows the viewers to come along for the dangerous 
ride, walking in the footsteps of groups of immigrants 
laying their lives on the line for their dreams.
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SEASON ONE: CENTRAL AMERICA



Annually, nearly one quarter of the illegal migrants heading toward 
the United States from South and Central America, pay the 
ultimate price, while chasing the American Dream. But there’s a 
brave new wave of immigrants, desperate for a better life, willing 
to risk it all. They often face off against paramilitary guerrilla 
factions, drug runners, kidnappers, rapists, human traffickers, 
crime rings, and even blood thirsty predators lurking along the 
treacherous path toward the “land of opportunity.”
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CHARACTERS
The following are sample archetypes:
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Javier Pineda is fleeing Honduras with 
his three young girls, all under the age of 14. 
Javier’s wife was killed by the crossfire of two 
rival gangs, and he’s desperate to escape the 
violence and give his daughters a better life. 
Their goal is to seek asylum in the United 
States, but to reach the border, they must 
risk a ride on the “train of death” called La 
Béstia.  
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Andrea and Luis Michelena are 17 year old 
siblings, who are escaping Venezuela, where civil unrest 
and government upheaval have created massive food 
shortages. Additionally, Andrea has a rare form of 
leukemia and cannot receive the medical attention 
she needs. The brother-and-sister duo are making the 
trek to Mexico where they hope to settle in a pueblo 
outside Mexico City.
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FUTURE SEASONS



Future seasons will showcase different regions. Potentials include:

Sudan to Italy

Each year one million people risk crossing the 
unpredictable Mediterranean seas to flee Africa and 
start new lives in Europe. These people are refugees 
and economic migrants fleeing homelands ruptured 
by war, repression and poverty. Their journeys are 
perilous in overcrowded wooden fishing boats 
and flimsy polyurethane dinghies hardly suitable 
for crossing a river, much less a vast sea. They risk 
everything for a chance at freedom and dignity. Many 
perish. This year alone, it is estimated that more than 
3,000 have died or gone missing in the Mediterranean. 
But how many boats are never spotted? We’ll leave 
Sudan with a group of immigrants bound for Europe 
to discover the hardships endured before they push 
off across the Med and the harsh conditions they 
face out at sea.

Syria to Germany

As of now 4 million people have fled the crisis in 
Syria. These Syrians in exile have sought shelter 
in camps and temporary housing in Turkey, Egypt, 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and throughout North Africa. 
Almost half have landed in Turkey, according to the 
UN, but conditions there have been worsening. The 
diminishing conditions have forced many refugees 
to seek asylum in places that can grant them better 
living conditions and an opportunity for a stable life. 
That is why so many have turned their sights towards 
Europe. We’ll join five different Syrian families from 
five different refugee camps to understand five 
different strategies to gain access into the EU. How 
many roadblocks will they face on their mission to 
find a new home?

THE MEDITERRANEAN CROSSING THE MIDDLE EAST ESCAPE 
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Burma to Australia

Religious persecution of the Rohingya people in 
Burma has led to what many are calling a mass 
genocide in the nation. The Muslim minority are 
now fleeing the country in hopes of survival. The 
Rohingyas are relying on smugglers in order to 
migrate elsewhere in the region, in Asia’s biggest 
mass exodus by boat since the end of the Vietnam 
War. It’s a journey of immense risk: The smugglers 
who arrange the trips often mislead, exploit, extort, 
and enslave their victims. Migrant face the worst 
possible consequences, finding themselves stranded 
at sea with nowhere to go. Malaysia, Thailand, and 
Indonesia all have refused to let migrant boats land 
on their shores, and thousands of Rohingyas — the 
exact number isn’t known — now find themselves 
on floating prisons. We’ll storm the seas with the 
Rohingya escaping persecution, seeking asylum in 
Australia.

ACROSS THE INDIAN OCEAN



Zimbabwe to South Africa

South Africa holds a relatively unknown immigrant 
corridor from both Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
through the famed Kruger National Park toward 
Johannesburg. Since the end of Apartheid, for roughly 
the past two decades, this treacherous route has 
literally swallowed families whole. Prides of lions 
have developed a taste for human flesh. Since the 
1970s, it’s estimated that roughly 3,000 refugees have 
been attacked and eaten by these prides. Desperate 
immigrants push across the borders running from civil 
war, political unrest and deep poverty. Individuals risk 
it all, walking on foot through the most dangerous 
game preserve in the world to seek a safer life on 
the other side in South Africa. We walk with a few 
brave souls through the prides of lions to get a taste 
of life in Kruger.

Serbia to Afghanistan

Hundreds of thousands of Afghans sought protection 
in Europe throughout 2016,but many have been stuck 
in a state of limbo in refugee camps. Because of terrible 
conditions, they have opted to return to Afghanistan 
and over 8,000 have made this move. Many Western 
countries warn their citizens not to visit Afghanistan 
because of the ongoing risk of kidnapping, military 
combat, landmine danger, banditry and political 
unrest, yet these same Western countries deem the 
country safe enough for Afghan asylum seekers to 
return. For some, this is a complete death sentence, 
especially those facing threats of religious persecution 
or because of their sexual orientation. We’ll follow 
this reverse migration to see how three families fare 
returning to their Afghan roots.

ALL THE WAY SOUTH FINDING A WAY HOME
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WEEKLY OPTION

To give the project a breaking news feel, episodes can air 
weekly using content shot on-the-ground in the week 
prior. The footage can be edited immediately after it’s 
captured, so it’s ready to air on a fast turn around. In 
essence, each episode would be a weekly update on 
the 5 immigrant groups, telling their current stories of 
trials and tribulations. The format would create a deeper 
feeling of connection with the characters, as if the viewer 
is there with them for the journey.
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BENCHMARKS

•  2013, Documentary Film
•  AWARDS: 3wins,4 Nominations

•  2017, Documentary Film
• AWARDS: 6 wins,11 Nominations
• Gross 550K in the USA

• 2015,Documentary Film
• AWARDS: Oscar Nominations, 18wins, 

35 Nominations
• Gross $704K (USA), $1.1MM 

(Worldwide)
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