
T H E  L A S T  A C A D I A N S
Four Acadian families on a mission to keep their traditional way of life alive in a 
modern world, struggle to survive in four remote, unforgiving locations across 
North America. 



The Acadians are a proud people, 
who have suffered persecution in 
North America for centuries—first by 
the French, then the British, then the 
Spanish. Constantly on the run, they 
continued to survive, and thrive, thanks 
to their resilience and their ability to 
live off the land in some of the most 
unforgiving terrain on earth. 

Today the Acadian culture faces its 
most daunting threat in history—
modernization. Only a few Acadians 
have managed to keep their heritage 
alive as the modern world quickly 
renders their way of life obsolete.

WHY ACADIANS? WHYNOW?



THE SERIES
The Last Acadians is a character driven 
doc-series highlighting four families living 
off the land in the farthest reaches of the 
continent.

For the first time on television, the series 
provides an immersive look into an entire 
ethnicity, spread across North America, 
struggling to maintain their rugged culture 
and lifestyle.

Whereas other shows have featured groups 
of people living in the same locations—
under the same conditions—this series 
chronicles four Acadian families struggling 
to subsist in four distinct regions.

The Last Acadians incorporates themes 
from some of the biggest male-factual 
hits on television: the Cajun lifestyle of 
Swamp People, the open ocean fishing of 
Deadliest Catch, and the ingenuity and 
craftsmanship of Treehouse Masters.



FORMAT
Each episode, viewers are transported to four different parts of North 
America where Acadian heritage runs deep, linking alligator hunters in 
Louisiana, oyster farmers and lobster fishermen in Maritime Canada, and 
log home builders in New England.

The narrative moves seamlessly between families, with each character 
tackling a new challenge in pursuit of their subsistence lifestyle. The 
stakes couldn’t be higher. If these families don’t succeed, they don’t eat. 
As is always true when living off the land, their stories are full of twists and 
turns with their very lives hanging in the balance.

Sample stories:
• An alligator hunter outfits a new trapping system in an attempt to fill 

his quota before the close of the gator season.
• A lobster fisherman races to pull in his catch as he navigates the stormy 

seas off the Grand Banks.
• A log cabin builder attempts to build a timber framed hunting cabin in 

the most remote, dense forest in North America.
• An oyster fisherman tries to teach his greenhorn son how to dive under 

the ice to harvest oysters.
• Homesteaders prepare for the first snowstorm of winter preserving 

food and running draft horses to stockpile wood fuel to heat their 
home.

• A father takes his two sons on a five-day trek for their first moose hunt.



When the first Acadians landed in 1605, they landed on an unfamiliar and unforgiving 
landscape in Nova Scotia. With few supplies to prepare them for the merciless 
conditions of eastern Canada, they did what they had to do to survive, cultivating 
the land and harvesting from the ocean. This tight knit group of gritty fisherman, 
explorers and French colonists developed a distinct language to separate them from 
their fellow New France colonists in Quebec. Acadians were determined to build a 
history and culture independent of the land they left behind, quickly integrating into 
the local indigenous Mi’kmaq population. 

After the Seven Years War, frightened at the capability and resilience of the 
predominantly Catholic Acadians, the British Protestant New England colonies 
separated the Acadian men from their families and gave them one option: declare 
unconditional loyalty to the British crown, or face immediate deportation. Between 
1755 and 1764, nearly 12,000 Acadians were expelled from the Maritime Provinces. 
In what is now considered a mass genocide, approximately one third of deported 
Acadians died from disease or drowning on the journey.

Many Acadians were deported to the southern American colonies where they were 
forced into indentured servitude. Other Acadians were sent across the Atlantic to 
France and were recruited by the Spanish to settle the Spanish colony of “Louisiana.” 
Thousands of miles from their original settlement, with nothing but their Acadian 
resilience, they thrived in the swamps and marshes, developing what we now know 
as Cajun culture.

Today, Acadians predominantly inhabit Canada’s Maritime Provinces, as well as parts 
of Louisiana, and Maine. Despite the broad spread of Acadian settlements across 
North America, the culture and language are rapidly disappearing. Will this centuries-
old heritage survive in the modern world, or are we witnessing the Last Acadians?

HISTORY OF THE ACADIANS



GAÉTAN DUGAS
CARAQUET, NEW BRUNSWICK

The Dugas family first settled in Caraquet, Canada, in 1763—only 
33 years after it was originally settled. Caraquet’s name is derived 
from a Mi’kmaq term meaning “meeting of two rivers.” Residents 
consider it to be Acadia’s capital. Gaetan Dugas, his wife Murielle, 
and their three sons currently operate an oyster business, which 
has been passed down generation after generation for over 250 
years. The Dugas family is an Acadian stronghold in Caraquet, 
they always stand up for the Acadian cause, and refuse to be 
pushed around by local politicians. Their knowledge and respect 
for oysters is manifested in their use of the traditional bottom 
culture method, which carries more risks of the harvest being 
lost. In recent years, the Dugas family has endure rising water 
temperature, stronger storms and flash floods that have wiped out 
entire oyster generations. Gaetan Dugas calls upon his Mi’kmaq 
ancestry to watch over him as he dives beneath the ice in the 
winter months to harvest oysters year-round.  His oyster trade is 
his lifeline, but he also supplements his income by bartering for 
goods in town with local hunters, farmers and fisherman.  



Chesley D’Entremont is of Acadian and Mi’kmaq ancestry, 
tracing all the way back to Philippe D’entremont, the original 
settler of Pubnico in 1651. Controlling the land until “The 
Grand Expulsion” in 1755, they were sent to Boston to work 
as indentured servants. Returning to Pubnico in the 1800’s, 
the D’Entremont family had to live off the land to survive. 
Generations of Chesley’s family passed down the skills of 
hunting porcupines, chasing eels, and digging for clams. His 
grandmother was known in town as a Mi’kmaq medicine 
woman, supplying the sick with tribal remedies. Chesley 
learned lobstering techniques from his grandfather who 
built wooden traps, traps Chesley still uses today. Every day 
from November to May, Chesley faces off against the freezing 
temperatures and frothing seas, trapping as many lobsters 
as his small boat can carry, to sell at the harbor marketplace. 
As the climate changes and more species come under 
government protection, larger fields of lobster-rich ocean are 
closing down. Recently Chesley and his peers spearheaded a 
massive protest against additional regulations imposed by the 
Canadian government. If his children take up the trade after 
him, will they be able to fight for their rights to trap enough 
lobster to survive?

CHESLEY D’ENTREMONT
PUBNICO, NOVA



TIGER MARTIN
FORT KENT, ME

Tiger Martin grew up outside Fort Kent on his family’s 
homestead. He and his brother grew up hunting, fishing, 
trapping, raising animals, building barns, and running draft 
horses. Today, Tiger is carrying on his Acadian traditions, 
raising his five daughters and one son with his wife Stacy on 
100 acres just outside of Fort Kent. Tiger is a life-long logger 
and earns his living building remote cabins in the backwoods 
of Maine. He’s had a number of close calls running heavy 
machinery in the North Maine Woods. A few years back, he 
narrowly escaped death after his forwarder’s fuel tank burst 
and the huge machine went up in a massive blaze. Outside 
of logging, Tiger is an accomplished timber framer and 
carpenter. Tiger is a jokester and a dedicated family man. 
He takes pride in his Acadian roots, pushed by his passion 
for the off-the-grid lifestyle and the hard work required to 
do it well. Besides raising animals, building his own home, 
hunting wild game and cultivating the land, Tiger Martin is 
a volunteer firefighter, accomplished musician, backwoods 
carpenter, skier, and trapper.



The Autin family has deep Acadian (Cajun) roots in the 
bayous of Louisiana. After the Great Expulsion in 1755, 
Acadians were sent as far as the Caribbean. When France 
sold Louisiana to the Spanish king in the 1780’s, the 
Spanish sent Acadians from France and Caribbean islands 
to populate the new colony. 

For generations, the Autins have lived off the land hunting, 
fishing, and trapping. Today, patriarch Paul Autin works 
alongside his 3 sons, Joseph, Jimmy and Pierre. Even at age 
75, Paul gets out on the water everyday. Joseph, the oldest 
son, runs the family business that includes gator hunting 
& processing, crabbing and shrimping. His 29-year-old son 
works by his side and will someday take over the operation. 
Jimmy Autin is a local pastor, and splits his time between 
commercial fishing and tending to his congregation. The 
youngest brother, Pierre, is the loudest of the bunch. 

All three brothers are determined to pass their skills on 
to the next generation, so his Acadian family lineage 
continues to thrive in the Louisiana swamp for generations 
to come.

THE AUTIN FAMILY
CUT OFF, LOUISIANA, USA




