
NEW EARTH

CULT 2.0



For centuries, spiritual cults have rattled cultures to their core.  Spiritual seekers of all 
backgrounds flock to self-proclaimed gurus in search of a deeper meaning to life, and a 
path to enlightenment. As history has shown countless times, this often leads to a mob 
mentality with the potential for personal and societal destruction. But only recently has the 
power of gurus collided with the massive reach of the internet.

Today, with the rise of social media, a handful of millennial spiritual leaders have founded 
sophisticated online platforms that reach millions of followers worldwide. These gurus have 
consolidated their teachings, practices, and beliefs into massive online spiritual empires, 
wielding influence over their followers’ lives… and bank accounts. Around the world, 
people are dedicating themselves to these self-proclaimed spiritual guides, often donating 
money and participating in expensive retreats that they believe will facilitate their path to 
enlightenment. Some devout followers have even left their families, friends, & careers—
trading in their lives to follow gurus.   

BACKGROUND



Bentinho Massaro and Teal Swan are the two most influential spiritual figures in the online 
spiritual community today. This doc series will break down the lives of these two spiritual 
powerhouses—past, present and future.  Looking at each leader’s rise to fame, we’ll explore 
their unconventional childhoods and turbulent past experiences. The series will venture 
into their mastery of online ministry and how their sound tech strategy turned into high 
income and opulent lifestyles. We’ll also explore the dark side—both Bentinho and Teal 
have been blamed for influencing some of their followers to commit suicide.  This series 
unpacks these contentious accusations and gives both spiritual leaders an opportunity to 
tell their stories and their visions for the future. In the vein of Wild Wild Country, we’ll hear 
from some of their biggest critics in towns they hosted retreats or settled, and we’ll talk to 
family members who have lost loved ones to the practices of these two powerful gurus.   

THE SERIES`



Social media has never been as widespread as it is now. And for the first time in history, 
spiritual gurus are finding unprecedented success in spreading their messages to hundreds 
of thousands of people via their online platforms. This has resulted in a large number of 
followers internationally, in addition to much controversy over the validity of their messages. 
An active online presence through YouTube, Facebook, Instagram and even Whatsapp 
has made the gurus’ ideologies and teachings accessible; however, many fear the gurus’ 
pervasive presence is dangerous. Both Bentinho and Teal have been linked to incidents 
of suicide. Each guru’s goal is to help their followers reach higher states of conciousness. 
However, many argue Swan and Bentinho are not equipped nor certified to be advising 
people. Despite criticism and controversy, the gurus continue to gain devote followers. 

WHY NOW



EPISODE 1

MAKING OF A GURU
THIS EPISODE unpacks the layered history of Bentinho and Teal, their 
unconventional childhoods, and how they became powerful spiritual leaders 
so quickly.  We’ll talk to friends, family and followers to get a better idea of 
their respective ideologies and how these two unique visionaries have become 
spiritual sensations in the modern technological age.   



Bentinho Massaro is a 30-year-old self-proclaimed spiritual guru who has garnered an 
international following via social media platforms. His Facebook page has over 300,000 
likes. His Instagram has over 20,000 followers. A native of the Netherlands, Bentinho 
became a teacher of spiritual direction at 18. From a young age Bentinho’s parents fostered 
his spiritual growth, enrolling him in courses in Silva Mind Control, and providing him 
with self-help and meditation books. Not much else is known of his parents. Bentinho 
talks openly about a time during his childhood when he tortured a cat because “evil spirits” 
overtook his body. He dropped out of high school and studied under spiritual directors in 
India at the age of 16. After studying and analyzing the works of many spiritual teachers, 
Bentinho believes he has created a way of practicing spirituality that is more concise and 
effective for the population. He has consolidated his teachings into multiple websites and 
books. 

Bentinho’s ultimate goal is to create an enlightened civilization ready for interstellar 
absorption by the year 2035. He has received criticism for his belief in Extra Terrestrials and 
for claiming he is of a higher spiritual density than Jesus Christ—a statement his followers 
full-heartedly back. Levitation, bilocation, and telekinesis are just a few abilities Bentinho 
claims to possess. 

When he’s not engaged in seminars and meditation, Bentinho participates in extreme 
sports such as free-solo-rock climbing (no ropes) and free diving to depths of over 30 feet. 
He often posts photos of himself smoking cigars, drinking top-shelf whisky and jet setting 
to exotic locations around the world. 

BENTINHO MASSARO
EPISODE 1: MAKING OF A GURU



Teal Swan is Megan Fox meets Xena warrior princess, with smoldering eyes intensified 
by the fervor in which she delivers her sermons. A 32-year-old online spiritual guru, her 
main platform is YouTube. She has hundreds of thousands of followers and resides in an 
“intentional community” with 20 other people in Costa Rica. Her beauty coupled with 
her enchanting demeanor draw many people, particularly those dealing with suicide and 
depression. Of her childhood, Teal claims that she was raised by a satanic cult, and was 
subjected to extensive abuse and torture. In one case, she explains how she was sewn 
into a corpse and forced to watch multiple murders of children. When asked about the 
investigation of the missing children, Teal explains how many of the murders were done 
to undocumented immigrant children. Accordingly, missing persons cases were never 
opened by families out of fear of deportation. Teal states that she was also a victim of 
sexual abuse. She recounts incidents of having to run from her caretaker, who sadistically 
would give Teal 10 seconds to run before he chased after her. If caught by him, she was 
subjected to physical and sexual abuse. Much of her past experiences have resulted in an 
unapologetic approach when handling topics such as suicide and depression. In fact, she’s 
received overwhelming criticism for trivializing suicide, and neglecting suicidal followers 
after they had reached out to her for guidance and advice. Teal claims she receives at least 
10 suicidal emails/messages a day from suicidal followers, making it impossible to respond 
to everyone. 

TEAL SWAN

EPISODE 1: MAKING OF A GURU



EPISODE 2

SUICIDAL TENDANCIES
THIS EPISODE will unpack the unique relationship both Bentinho and Teal 
have with cases of suicide amongst their following.  They are both highly sought 
after by followers seeking help as they contemplate suicide.  Both have been 
investigated by authorities in regard to their indirect and direct involvement 
in the suicides of specific followers. This deep dive opens up a continued 
investigation into these untimely deaths, talking to the parents of the suicide 
victims, local authorities, and friends of the fallen.  



Bentinho has faced criticism for being reckless with his advice. Most controversial is 
one lecture when he stated: “wake up and do something important, otherwise just kill 
yourself.” Two weeks after the initial seminar, 34-year-old Brent Wilkins committed suicide 
while attending one of Bentinho’s retreats in Sedona. In the aftermath of Brent’s suicide, 
Bentinho wavered in his claims regarding his relationship with Brent, at times denouncing 
him altogether, while other times praising him as a resolute follower. Bentinho fled his 
Sedona residence with his two girlfriends to an undisclosed location after Brent’s death. 

Brent Wilkins was 34-years-old when he committed suicide. He was attending Bentinho’s 
12-day retreat called “The Sedona Experiment II” when he decided to jump of a cliff. 
Described as the “all American kid” by friends, Brent’s good looks, athletic prowess and 
warm personality made him well-received amongst his peers. From the outside, Brent’s life 
seemed to be one of endless potential and success. Those closest to Brent, however, knew 
he struggled with finding meaning and purpose in his life.  After attending one of Massaro’s 
public speeches near Washington, D.C, Brent became deeply involved in all things Massaro. 
Bentinho’s online presence made it easy for Brent to become entirely consumed with the 
guru’s messages and teachings. To the disapproval of his parents, in March 2014, Brent 
drove to North Carolina to spend eight days with Bentinho. Of the retreat he stated, “To 
say that retreat was life-changing would be the understatement of the century.” Shortly 
after, Brent quit his job coaching tennis, cut out life-long friends, and would meditate in the 
park for hours. Over the following years, Brent would come in and out of Bentinho’s circle. 
Every time he left the group he always found his way back. Despite any physical separation 
from Bentinho, Brent was never far from the guru because of the Internet. 

EPISODE 2: SUICIDAL TENDANCIES



Teal Swan has received overwhelming criticism for trivializing suicide. She’s been quoted 
calling the act a “reset button.” Teal’s first client, Leslie Wangsgaard, committed suicide 
in 2012. Leslie’s husband, John Wansgaard, was and still is a follower of Teal.  Of Leslie’s 
suicide, Teal has stated:

“I actually, interestingly enough, lost my first client to suicide this last year. And 
this was a woman who was absolutely miserable. I’m talking every moment of 
her life was a nightmare. And so we had that very serious sit-down talk where 
we had to say, alright, we’re either committing or not committing to life because 
every time I gave her a suggestion she’d stop in two days doing the suggestion. 
So then we have to ask the question do we really want this to work. And what’s 
interesting is that when she asked herself that question the answer was, “No. I’m 
done.” There’s nothing that any healer could ever do for that type of vibration 
which is totally fine. From source energy there’s nothing wrong with death from 
that perspective. So, she chose to commit suicide.”

EPISODE 2: SUICIDAL TENDANCIES



EPISODE 3

POWER PLAYS
THIS EPISODE unveils the influential tactics employed by Teal and Bentinho, 
comparing their unique strategies to spread their message and hook followers.  
Expert psychologists will analyze their powerful methodology. Former followers 
will open up about their experiences under the spell of the spiritual power players 
and current followers explain how it feels to be part of their community. 



The power of Bentinho’s spiritual influence is pervasive. Between selling out retreats 
and amassing large donations, people are lining up from across the world to be a part 
of his movement in some way or another. Many followers confirm Bentinho’s methods 
of enlightenment. Numerous testimonies over the efficacy of his teachings can be 
seen throughout his social media pages. Various people claim he’s changed their lives 
immeasurably. One such student is Dianne Korol, who dedicated a YouTube post to the 
guru that’s garnered over 15,000 views. Bentinho’s social media posts reveal an overflow of 
positive comments from students and fans praising him for the guidance and clarity he has 
brought to their lives. 

For all the positive feedback Bentinho has received, there has been quite a bit of criticism. 
As mentioned before, one of Bentinho’s former students killed himself while attending one 
of the guru’s retreats. Other incidents of suicide have been connected to Bentinho as well. 
One woman states that her partner killed himself while being involved with the guru. 

What’s more, Bentinho has been recorded verbally attacking students. In one recording he 
can be heard yelling, “fuck you” repeatedly. Various accounts of verbal abuse have resulted 
in some students leaving the group. 

Bentinho has also aggressively encouraged students to separate from their friends and 
families if necessary:

“Fuck your relationships. They mean nothing. Let them go, let them go. Don’t 
give a fuck about your family. Don’t give a fuck about your children. Don’t give 
a fuck about your parents. Don’t give a fuck about your partner.”

EPISODE 3: POWER PLAYS



Teal Swan is an online spiritual sensation. The power of her influence is undeniable. A 
number of people have claimed they’ve experienced spiritual healing, spiritual cleansing, 
and spiritual growth attending her retreats. Many claim that following Teal has brought 
them a sense of unparalleled clarity in matters of love and purpose. Teal has a particular 
influence over those who are suicidal and depressed, many confirming that she has helped 
them find happiness in the world again. 

Conversely, Teal has been negatively called out for practices such as “The Completion 
Process,” or therapy sessions that deal directly with post-traumatic stress disorder. Teal has 
stated she’s aware that the potential risks of undergoing the completion process are self-
injury and suicide. Teal is not a licensed psychologist or therapist and has been criticized 
for advising vulnerable students on such matters and has even faced legal troubles. In 
February 2017, Teal was issued a $500 dollar citation for practicing mental health without 
a license in the state of Utah. Additionally, Teal has been accused of practicing suggestive 
programming, or telling students what they’re feeling and thinking. One such incident 
involved a girl in her early 20s. Teal convinced the girl she had undergone extensive abuse 
as a young child that she was not conscious of in her adult life. There was no evidence to 
support this had actually happened to the girl except for what Teal told her to be true. 
 

EPISODE 3: POWER PLAYS



EPISODE 4

SEX, DRUGS & SPIRITUALITY
THIS EPISODE allows both Bentinho and Teal to open up about their outlook 
on sex, love and the construct of marriage.  They talk about how their love 
life guides their spiritual practice or remains independent of their ideologies.  
Followers talk about how their relationships have improved or disintegrated 
under the spell of their spiritual guidance.  Polyamory runs rampant in many 
of these spiritual communities.  Do Teal and Bentinho see eye to eye when it 
comes to romance?  



After the dissolution of his marriage to Genevieve Massaro from North Dakota, who 
provided Bentinho with U.S. citizenship, Bentinho became involved in a polyamorous 
relationship. Bentinho proposed to Genevieve on their second date. He allegedly had an 
affair with a student while married to Genevieve. His Instagram posts consist of photos of 
him and his two girlfriends/students: Josylyn Daher and Alison Mclarty. After analyzing 
social media pages, it seems that all three partners live a similar lifestyle; they are open and 
accepting of their current relationship dynamic. 

EPISODE 4: SEX, DRUGS AND SPIRITUALITY



Teal Swan explains what love is with a simple sentence: “to love something is to take it 
as a part of yourself.” She believes love to be a source of completeness and that true love is 
inclusive. Teal is married to Ale Gicqueau, a native of France. Ale moved to Silicon Valley 
when he was 22 and worked as an entrepreneur. Teal was married twice before. Her first 
husband was Mark Scott, whom she married at 22. In January 2014, Teal married Sarbedeep 
Swan, a British citizen of Indian origin. The marriage only lasted a few weeks. Sarbedeep 
has criticized Swan heavily on his website. The following is an excerpt:

Some have said that Teal facilitated the dissolution of a marriage between Todd and Sarah 
Mooney.  Apparently, Todd had confided in Teal in matters regarding his marriage and 
subsequently ended things with his wife after talking to Teal. 

“Our marriage did not ‘unravel’ after 2 weeks due to incompatibility or my 
‘emotional unavailability’, but because I saw an email Black Swan had sent to 
her ex just 2 weeks into our marriage talking about the sex she had with him 
and flirting with him. An ex she also vilified as a ‘sociopath’, months before on 
her blog.”

EPISODE 4: SEX, DRUGS AND SPIRITUALITY



EPISODE 5

THE NEW EARTH FUTURE
THIS EPISODE dives deep into Bentinho and Teal’s visions for the future.  They 
will clearly define how they hope to grow their followings into an awakened 
movement to lead humanity to it’s true path and purpose.  Both live in different 
realities.  However, we will follow each on a specific quest toward personal 
spiritual enlightenment at a crucial time in their progression as spiritual guides.  
We’ll hear about their deepest fears, their sense of loyalty and responsibility 
to their base of followers and how they plan to continue to harness a deeper 
foothold in global popular culture.  We follow their next steps as they write the 
next chapter to building their respective spiritual Empires. 



Benitnho claims that in the next 10-20 years humans will have contact with aliens. He 
predicts everyone will be given a spaceship allowing individuals to travel anywhere in little 
to no time. Bentinho’s main goal, according to his website, is to create a society ready for 
inter-stellar-absorption by the year 2035. His website, Trinfinity, is dedicated to fulfilling 
this mission. The program is free and accessible to all. Bentinho has started a crowd 
funding profile in order to support and sustain his online academy. Additionally, Bentinho 
has been turning his focus towards his exclusive online retreats. “Generating Civilization 
Upgraders” is a six-month online retreat offered by Bentinho for 133 participants. The 
idea is that through Bentinho’s coaching, these individuals will be able to start facilitating 
others.  People must apply and be accepted by Bentinho in order to access the retreat. The 
price is 2,500 per person. 

EPISODE 5: THE NEW EARTH FUTURE



Teal’s long-term goals, in her direct words are,  “My intention is to build a company that 
is so large and so unstoppable that nothing can come up against it…[It will] implement 
many world changes…The investments can be used to lobby, or to buy countries. And then 
we can start doing these new societies.” Indeed, Teal claims that she will affect change on a 
governmental level via her enterprises. She plans to continue giving retreats and growing 
her businesses. 

EPISODE 5: THE NEW EARTH FUTURE




