
DESTINATION: Earth



The next flight to Planet Earth is ready for launch. You have just 5 minutes to board the 
Spaceship heading for one of the universe’s most exotic locations. This journey will take 
you to a bizarre planet unlike any other: emerald blue seas that span three-quarters of the 
globe; jagged mountains that tower above the clouds; enormous creatures with snouts 
and wings and paws; and one of the most complex and industrious lifeforms found on 
any planet—humans. They’ve built astounding structures and cities so big they’ve become 
their own ecosystems. Come with us on a journey to the Universe’s most sought-after 
Destination: Earth.

ATTENTION



PRE-SHOW



On the exterior of the Spaceship, we project the shell of a spacecraft preparing to make 
a flight through space. We see mechanics working on the exterior of the vessel, sparks 
flying off their electric welders, and steam rising from the rocket engines below.

EXTERIOR



As you enter the main lobby,  you step into an intergalactic 
travel agency. Images of various exo-planets are projected 
onto the walls and columns of the lobby portraying 
the many exotic planets you could visit. Prominently 
displayed above all is a countdown to the next launch 
to Planet Earth. The ushers and security are all wearing 
outfits and accessories to give them an alien flare. 

INTERIOR

The first stop in your pre-boarding experience is 
to secure your alien passport. You stand in front of a 
reflective screen that transforms your image into one of 
an alien, with tentacles coming out of your head, 6 eyes, 
etc. Your picture is taken and you’re handed a passport 
with your alien identity: alien photo, alien name, and 
your home planet (all are real “exo-planets” discovered 
by NASA):

1. Trappist-1D – the planet with a rotation so fast that 
1 year equals 4 Earth days

2. Kepler 16B – the planet known for having two suns
3. PS0 J318.5-22 – the planet with no sun
4. HD 40307g – the planet with gravity that’s twice the 

strength of Earth
5. 51 Pegasi b – the closest planet to Earth (outside the 

Milky Way)

alien passport



As we get closer to launch, a video in the lobby promises a trip to the Planet Earth: a 
mesmerizing destination full of exotic plant and animal life, spellbinding topography, vast 
oceans, and incredible feats of human engineering. 

The entry way into the theater contains a “de-licing” fog, that ensures you don’t bring 
alien bacteria to Earth.

As we enter the theater, the screen displays the windshield of the spaceship parked on 
a station in the middle of space. On the ship’s control panel, we see an image of EARTH 
written under the header “DESTINATION”. 

On stage in front of the screen, we see the flight deck, where our Captain and his crew 
work vigorously to prepare for takeoff. As we find our seats, we hear the sounds of the 
ship’s engine throttling to life, and the beeps and buzzes of the ship’s controls. Through the 
sound system, we beam welcome messages through dozens of alien languages throughout 
the theater—including English, Japanese, Spanish—layered in such a way that the audience 
can receive the messaging while also becoming oriented to the native languages of extra-
terrestrial life.

de-licing

boarding



As we travel through Earth, the journey tells the story of the resilience of life on the 
planet, threaded by the development of humankind. In the vein of the film Baraka, we 
explore the themes that link humans to the natural world, and the adaptations that have 
emerged as human society has grown more complex. 

The human story begins with nomadic hunter-gatherers living in central Africa today, and 
continues through the development of small villages, technological breakthroughs, and 
finally, massive cities.

NARRATIVE arc



The Captain narrates the voyage, sets up the various stops, provides transitions from one 
location to the other, and explains the significance of each element of the trip.  The Captain 
serves as the guide for the audience to understand the narrative of the experience. (We 
envision the voice of this narrator being a well-known actor or actress.) The Captain 
is a source of levity throughout the trip, pointing out both human achievements and 
absurdities. 

captain (narrator)



As we thrust from one location to the next, we focus on some of the rarest landscapes and 
lifeforms…visuals that seem like they’re from another planet, yet they’re found right here on Earth. 
This device will distinguish Destination: Earth from other nature documentaries – by assuming the 
perspective of aliens, we are able to examine just how “alien” Planet Earth can seem.

an alien planet... on earth



the CINEMATIC EXPERIENCE



the launch
The ROAR of the SPACESHIP’S engines gains steam. The CREW in front of us take their seats. Our CAPTAIN (narrator) initiates the 
launch and introduces our journey: 

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: Upon launch, our seats vibrate to the boom of the engine. Steam and fog pour into the auditorium. 

Through the windshield (the screen), we see stars whizzing past in all directions. In a flash we arrive just outside the Earth’s 
orbit. Triumphant music plays.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: A full orchestra sits on stage. They too are passengers on the ship (their outfits are adorned with alien 
accents). Their job is to score our journey live in front of us.

 

Once again the engines rev up. The Spaceship crashes into the Earth’s atmosphere. Fire and flames cover the windshield. The music 
intensifies. 

IMMERSIVE ELEMENTS: Warm jets of heat blow onto us. Fog shoots out of the ceiling and floors. Our seats shake.

At last, we peacefully break through the atmosphere and clouds to reveal our first stop...

CAPTAIN
Ladies, gentlemen, androids... we’re about to embark on a 
journey to one of the greatest wonders of the Universe. 
We’re headed to a world teeming with life, unlike anything 
you’ve ever seen. 3...2...1...

CAPTAIN
What you see below is an anomaly in the universe...a place 
where the perfect, delicate balance of elements combines 
to create life in every corner. It’s a world so rare that 
ONLY ONE like it exists.

One key to the success of life on this planet is the atmosphere 
that holds it all in...and stands nearly impenetrable to 
outsiders...



destinations

The Spaceship glides above the coast of QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA. The music is fast-paced and full of 
energy. We see dolphins swimming and jumping in formation below us. Their spray splashes the windshield. 

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: Spurts of water spray onto the audience.

We hear the call of the mighty albatross behind us. Then an entire flock flies overhead. Suddenly, one of 
the birds dives into the ocean below, and our ship follows its path into the water. 

CAPTAIN
Earth. The Blue Planet. All life here relies on 
water, which once covered its entire surface.



GREAT BARRIER REEF
We submerge underwater to reveal Earth’s 
largest coral reef. Our spaceship has now 
become a submarine diving past the coral. In 
all directions on the screen, we see starfish, 
whales, dolphins and even a Great White Shark 
swimming right at us!

We stop to admire some of the most alien-
looking creatures found here, such as the 
HUMPHEAD MAORI WRASSE (notable for its radiant 
colors and luscious, human-like lips). And 
the CUTTLEFISH, which changes colors before 
our eyes to blend in with its surroundings.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: Spotlights shine down from 
the top of the screen, replicating the sun’s 
rays shining through the water to the colorful 
coral reef below. The audio of each fish is 
isolated to the one area of the auditorium 
where we see them swimming. We smell the 
scents of an ocean breeze.

CAPTAIN
This reef is home to more than 
1,500 fish species – many look like 
they came from our planets. 

CAPTAIN
As shocking as it seems, life even 
thrives in total darkness...



mariana trench
We dive deeper into the ocean until all light 
is gone. The music changes to a sparse, droning 
cue. Darkness fills the screen. 

We see the glimmers of BIOLUMINESCENT FISH 
swimming toward us. These are otherworldly-
looking creatures.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: Inside the theater, figures 
of these bioluminescent fish descend from the 
ceiling, filling the auditorium with their 
glowing orbs of light.

We’re startled by the sudden arrival of the 
DEEP SEA ANGLERFISH. The giant fangs give 
it a horror-movie appearance, and its body 
lights up in the water as it charges us from 
the front, veering off at the last minute. 
The music picks up and we dive deeper into 
the sea. 

CAPTAIN
We’re approaching the lowest point 
on Earth...the Mariana Trench.

CAPTAIN
At least someone brought a light.

CAPTAIN
There are parts of Earth that are 
far less habitable than even the 
harshest planets. Yet life thrives.



Down below, we spot a vent spewing red hot 
red lava into the ocean. We plunge directly 
into the mouth of the underwater volcano and 
become completely engulfed in glowing magma.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENTS: Hot air blows on us and 
our seats vibrate under the force of the 
tremors from our dive. We smell a faint hint 
of sulfur.

And then, just as quickly as we entered, we 
exit in the midst of a VOLCANIC ERUPTION. Our 
POV is that of the lava making a rocket-like 

CAPTAIN
Even here – surrounded by magma, 
diving into the Earth’s core – we 
find life in the form of bacteria.



 

mount yasur 

volcano
We bust through the fire and smoke, out of the 
volcano’s mouth, and turn to look back down 
from whence we came.

We’re looking at Vanuatu’s Mount Yasur, one 
of the most active volcanoes in the world 
(eruptions are known to occur multiple times 
per hour). The music crescendos.

Again, we plunge directly into the center of 
the volcano, submerging into the lava and 
diving deeper into the center of the Earth. 
In a flash, we emerge out of a geyser...

CAPTAIN
Believe it or not, all the volcanos 
and geysers on this planet are 
connected via Earth’s core. And we 
can use them to journey from one 
location to another...  



danakil depression
We’ve travelled to Ethiopia’s Danakil 
Depression, a tortured desert plain that’s 
nearly devoid of life. The radiant rock colors, 
geysers, volcanoes and acid pools captivate 
us. This truly looks like another planet.

Below we see a “coalition” of male cheetahs 
running along with the ship.

CAPTAIN
It might not look like it, but we 
are still on Earth. The Danakil 
Depression is also called the 
“Gateway to Hell.” For some of you 
that might be an upgrade, but here 
on Earth, it’s known as one of the 
most inhospitable places on the 
planet.

CAPTAIN
Surprisingly, this wasteland is home 
to a heroic pack of drought-tolerant 
cheetahs. With a groundspeed of up 
to 75 miles per hour, cheetahs are 
the fastest creatures on Earth.



lake natron
Our ship darts across Africa until soaring 
above Lake Natron, Tanzania. Music changes to 
a horror cue. A blood-red lakebed stretches 
as far as the eye can see. 

We see the mummified remains of birds and 
wildlife frozen in place.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: We can smell salt in the 
air. The haunting music gives us chills, 
amplified by a light tickle of the 4DX seats.

Music changes to an upbeat cue as a flock of 
bright pink flamingos flies over top of us and 
lands in the water. 

CAPTAIN
This might look like Mars, but 
it’s far more dangerous. This lake 
emits poisonous vapors that kill 
almost any animal instantly — and 
even more strange — it mummifies 
them in the salt.

CAPTAIN
There is, however, one unlikely 
creature that comes here to breed...

CAPTAIN
We can’t stay here long, because 
the real show is up ahead!



We fly over Serengeti National Park and marvel 
at vast herds of wildebeests migrating by the 
millions. Our Captain cues up footage on the 
ship’s Control Panel, which takes over the 
screen (windshield).

We see stunning, blue-chip shots of prides 
of lions on the hunt, elephants splashing 
joyously through watering holes, and giraffes 
stampeding across the grasslands.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENTS: We feel the warm winds of 
the savannahs. The seats rumble beneath us as 
a herd of elephants parades by. We smell the 
scents of the grasslands. The powerful bass 
of the speakers shakes the auditorium as a 
lion releases its mighty roar.

Serengeti

CAPTAIN
There’s more wildlife here than we 
could ever see in person. So instead, 
I’ll use the ship’s control panel 
to show you some of the residents 
of the great Serengeti.



At this point, the ship flies over a nomadic 
tribe of hunter-gatherers known as the HADZA, 
the oldest tribe of humans on Earth. The 
Captain cues up the control panel to display 
a sequence showing the Hadza harvesting honey 
from a baobab tree and hunting for bobcats.

CAPTAIN
These creature are impressive, but 
there’s one species that stands 
above the rest: an intelligent, 
industrious organism known as a 
human. And this region is known to 
be the “cradle of humanity,” where 
humans were first born.

CAPTAIN
Humans are incredibly resourceful 
and cunning. And you’ll be amazed 
by what they’re capable of when 
they work together... 



amazon rainforest
The ship soars over Africa, across the Atlantic, 
and settles above the Amazon Rainforest, the 
“lungs of the Earth.” The ship crashes through 
the canopy of the trees and dives down to the 
surface of the Amazon River, skimming the 
water before landing. From this view we are 
partially-submerged and can see above and 
below the water’s surface: animals and fish 
alike are on display.

As we float down the Amazon, we hear birds 
singing, fish jumping, and crickets chirping 
all around. We pass by crocodiles, pink 
dolphins and giant anacondas on the banks. 
The music is foreboding.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: The rich scents of the 
forest are pumped into the theater and we 
feel the moisture in the air. 

The sky darkens as dark clouds roll in. In 
a flash we are in the midst of a powerful 
lightning storm.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: Lightning ripples across 
the screen. Strobe lights flash throughout the 
auditorium. Water sprays on us in our seats. 
Thunder rolls from one end of the theater to 
the other.



We finally arrive at a riverside native village 
of the SECOYA people. Our Captain cues up a 
sequence of stunning beauty and b-roll and 
explains some of the cultural rituals of 
the people, particularly their dances and 
celebrations.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: We see the Secoya performing 
a tribal dance on screen in front of us, and 
the captain offers to let them board the 
ship. A squad of Secoya drummers appears on 
the stage in front of the screen, performing 
a traditional song and dance. They are joined 
by fire dancers and torches. Pyrotechnics 
located throughout the auditorium shoot 
flames in all directions to accentuate the 
performance. Acrobats repel from the ceiling, 
demonstrating amazing feats from above (ala 
Cirque du Soleil).

Once the performers leave, we come back to 
the Captain.

CAPTAIN
Humans had to become remarkably 
adaptive to live in the dense 
jungle. But they didn’t stop here. 
They settled in every extreme 
environment on the globe...



the arctic
The ship hightails north across South and 
North America until arriving in Alaska. We 
shoot through a mountain pass, over a glacier 
field full of deep crevasses, emerald blue 
rivers, and a calving iceberg that falls and 
creates a tidal surge. The music is driving.

We arrive in the Arctic Circle by piercing 
through a blizzard to find an enormous herd of 
caribou migrating across the snowy tundra – 
and a gang of polar bears stalking them. 

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: Snow falls down on the 
passengers.

We settle in on a dog sled team and its driver 
racing across the ice. 

CAPTAIN
With so much dry land, I can’t 
imagine why anyone would choose to 
live here...



At this point, the Captain explains that the 
Spaceship has the ability to shrink itself, 
allowing us to board the dog sled for a POV 
journey across the tundra. We attach to the 
sled and race across the ice toward the Brooks 
Range, with snow flying up on the windshield, 
the dogs barking as they pull the sled. 

IMMERSIVE ELEMENTS: A bitter chill fills the 
theater, as cool gusts blow across our faces.

We end at the edge of the Arctic Ocean, just as 
light fades from the horizon, and the Northern 
Lights appear overhead. After pausing to take 
in the majestic sight, the Captain informs 
us...

CAPTAIN
OK, enough of the cold weather, 
let’s head for one of the hottest 
points on Earth...



sahara
We soar over the gigantic dunes of the Sahara 
Desert. In the distance, we can see what 
looks like a cloud growing on the horizon. A 
faint rumble of wind grows louder.

The cloud rapidly approaches us. It’s clear 
now that we’re headed into a giant sandstorm! 
Within seconds we are fully engulfed by the 
sand. The howl of the wind is deafening. The 
screen is completely covered in sand.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: Our seats shake as we dive 
into the heart of the storm.



white desert
We finally blast through the storm and continue 
pressing forward until we land in the White 
Desert of Egypt. The music has all the flavor 
of an action movie score (ala Raiders of the 
Lost Arc).

Once again, we’re shocked to hear we’re still 
on Planet Earth. It looks like the surface of 
the moon!

Formed by centuries of erosion and sandstorms, 
unique calcium-rock formations crop up across 
the landscape like great abstract statues.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENTS: We land in the white sand; 
the lower half of the screen is submerged. 
A snake wraps its body around the upper half 
of the screen. We smell the rich aromas of 
desert plants.

We continue flying until reaching one of the 
only rivers in the Sahara: the Nile. Flying 
over its waters brings us to one of the 7 
Wonders of the Ancient World…



great pyramids of giza
On the edge of the Sahara lies one of the most famous ancient 
settlements on Earth: Egypt. We explore the Great Pyramids, an 
engineering anomaly, even to this day. 

(The following locations are visited in rapid succession.)

CAPTAIN
Some humans even think we were 
responsible for this. As impressive 
as this is, human civilization 
quickly grew more complex from 
here...



rome

CAPTAIN
Humans have built many great Empires, 
but inevitably, they fall.



spain
CAPTAIN

They even risk their lives running 
with two-ton beasts.



shanghai
The height of human engineering… We visit the Earth’s most 
populated city, nestled along the banks of the Yangtze River. 
We marvel at the towering skyscrapers and the massive spread of 
a city inhabited by over 25 million people as we fly through a 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY at night.



nasa - cape canaveral, florida

CAPTAIN
These humans think they’re going to find us. 
Little do they know we’re already here.



rio DE JANEIRO
Our rapid tour ends in Rio, where the Spaceship 
glides past Christ the Redeemer statue and lands 
on the city streets in the midst of Carnival. 
We’re surrounded by dancers costumes, floats, 
confetti and acrobats.

IMMERSIVE ELEMENT: The Captain invites the 
performers into the ship. Suddenly, the 
PROSCENIUM of the theater opens, and we 
welcome a massive “bloco” (a full carnival 
crew), a float and marching band. Elaborately-
dressed dancers enter through the aisles; 
acrobats descend from the ceiling. Passengers 
are invited on-stage. The Spaceship is now 
one big party.

Once the commotion dies down, the Captain 
returns. 

CAPTAIN
Brazil is known for its samba music, 
where female humans are known to 
move their hips at lightning speeds 
and human couples say hello by 
twisting tongues.  Rare but true!

CAPTAIN
We have one final stop — a place 
where we can observe all kinds of 
humans performing the most unusual 
acts.



DISNEY
The ship flies over Disney.

CAPTAIN
Disney is synonymous with the human 
concept of “fun.” Here you can find 
some of the most fascinating humans 
on Earth. I encourage everyone to 
get out and explore...



Destination: Earth utilizes stunning cinematography 
and cutting-edge technology to tell the story of 
Earth as an exotic destination for alien species to 
explore, via the arc of human development.

The principle viewpoint of the audience is through 
the windshield of the spaceship. The Captain is able 
to take the audience closer to the subjects through 
the use of the CONTROL PANEL, which allows him 
to cue up filmed segments that feature textured 
details of the subjects. We are also able to assume 
the POV of animals and subjects through the ship’s 
ability to shrink and attach itself to creatures and 
objects.

The spaceship moves in all directions: forwards, 
backwards, sideways, up and down. At times it 
hovers; other times it moves at warp speed. The 
ship can do anything the imagination can dream 
up, including shrinking down to a microscopic size, 
transforming into a submarine, and switching into 
“incognito mode” so it’s not recognized.

To travel quickly from one destination to the next, 
we utilize a “light-speed” effect which effectively 
blurs the screen until we arrive at our next location. 

style



The tone of this experience is full of wonder, curiosity and humor. Assuming the POV 
of aliens visiting Earth presents lots of opportunities for witty commentary and good-
humored jokes. Through the lens of an outsider, we are able to take an honest look at 
ourselves and appreciate the beauty of our planet and ingenuity of our human race.

tone



POST-SHOW



As we exit the Spaceship, humans are waiting in the 
lobby to welcome us to Earth. Visually, the lobby 
has changed, and now displays images of various 
locations on Earth (highlights from the film). It’s as 
if you’ve arrived at a futuristic customs passageway. 

Human ambassadors hand out refreshments, the 
signature food and drinks of their planet, like “Coca-
Cola” and “Snickers” (branded opportunity).

Before exiting, passengers cruise by a gift shop 
selling merchandise like graphic T-shirts with clever 
Earth quotes, alien headbands to keep their new 
personas alive, and mini-spaceships.

interior




