


WHY NOW?

Blood Diamond starring Leonardo DiCaprio rattled the jewelry industry 
to its core. Many of the multi-billion-dollar jewelry corporations felt the 
blow and over the past decade have been forced to make the paths of the 
gems from mine to market as transparent as possible. Just over a decade 
since the film’s release, a renewed demand for responsible gem/diamond 
sourcing  has dominated the markets, improving the conditions of artisanal 
mines and local lapidary shops worldwide. The investigative quality of the 
sourcing has shed light on many-layered, mysterious, unknown stories 
that are now swirling within the public sphere. DYING FOR THE STONE 
is an adventure-based exposé showcasing some of the most shocking, 
revealing, compelling stories that have come to the surface since Blood 
Diamond.



BACKGROUND: 

By embedding with five mining families, we set out on a quest of discovery, to dive 
into the underbelly of the gem trade and reveal the truths behind these fine stones. 
Each episode we’ll embark on a present-day adventure to investigate compelling 
stories of the past and meet the people who risk their lives to bring these stones to 
market. These real-time adventures are intercut with flashbacks of the gem’s layered 
past, to unveil earth-shattering events that rocked the industry as a whole.



WW 

DYING FOR THE STONE will explore the compelling narratives of 5 distinct 
families and the trials and tribulations they’ve endured in pursuit of a lifelong 
commitment to the discovery and sale of 5 different kinds of gemstones. 
Each episode will span the globe, interweaving 5 layered stories of sacrifice, 
murder, and betrayal—all in the name of the stone. The series will highlight 
the characters behind the mining operations and the violent crimes, 
kidnappings, and robberies surrounding their families.

We’ll follow these precious stones from mine to market, as high-priced 
jewelers and celebrities request custom orders of coveted stones to be worn 
on Hollywood Red Carpets and European Galas. Some narratives will be 
driven from mine to market, while others will follow the expert gemstone 
mercenaries commissioned to “source the stone.” This fast-paced, nail-
biting adventure dives into an industry in the midst of a massive shift from 
controversy to transparency. By unpacking the past, we give context to 5 
dynamic stories of 5 families DYING FOR THE STONE. 

THE SERIES:



-5 STONES-

-5 FAMILIES-

-5 STORIES-

FORMAT:



STORY 1: 

DEATH BY MACHETE 

THE STONE: TSAVORITE 
COUNTRY: KENYA

THE SON OF A GEMSTONE PIONEER 
SEEKS REVENGE FOR HIS FATHER’S 
BRUTAL MURDER.



In November of 2005, Campbell Bridges hit a massive vein of Tsavorite at his prized 
Scorpion mine which was worth an estimated retail value of $7 million dollars. This 
massive discovery was the beginning of the end.  Four years later, on August 10th, 2009 
Bridges was lying in a pool of his own blood.

A layered, twisted tale of betrayal and politically charged tribalism led to the murder of this 
iconic Kenyan geologist. Bridges lived his entire life in Kenya, raising his family in Nairobi, 
and built a name for himself internationally for discovering two colored gemstones in 
the 1960s, Tanzanite and Tsavorite. The Bridges operation was extensive, stretching across 
East Africa. 

In the wake of Kenya’s 2007 tribalist election uprising, pressures mounted between white 
expats and the local communities.  During this political shift, a white Kenyan making large 
amounts of money extracting minerals from Kenyan soil bred resentment among the 
local population.  Two years after the rocky election, an illegitimate rival mining company 
called Tia Akili began squatting on the Bridges claim.  Tia Akili loosely translates to “Watch 
Your Step”.  From the beginning, this mining group intended to dismantle Bridges’ mining 
operation.

After a series of legitimate death threats, Bridges, his son Bruce and a small security detail 
went out to visit their mining claim when they were trapped by a roadblock.  Fallen trees 
and boulders stopped them in their tracks, and in a flash, forty local miners rushed them, 
wielding clubs and machetes, yelling threats in Swahili.  As usual, Campbell tried to use 
his composed, diplomatic charm to talk sense into these angry miners, but before he 
could retreat he was stabbed in the heart and left to die in the hospital hours later. The 
aggressive, murderous mob was made up of rogue miners from a squatting, illegitimate 
mining operation. The same operation Bridges served an eviction notice to a few days 
earlier. 

The Bridges family believes that two local politicians worked in conjunction with a local 
mob-boss, to murder Campbell and push the Bridges family off of their mining claim. 
Their efforts proved fruitful, Bruce and the rest of the family fled Kenya after Campbell’s 
death, fearing for their lives, and currently operate out of Tucson, Arizona. Since then, 
Bruce, the son of Campbell, is seeking revenge for his father’s barbaric murder. 

THIS STORY will arc across the series, unpacking the various twists and turns of the 
Bridges family saga. First, we’ll open the piece with Bruce Bridges journeying back 
to his homeland to visit the site where his father was murdered. As we dive into the 
events that led to his father’s murder, we’ll interweave past and present to break 
down the history of Campbell Bridges’ legacy, his contributions to the gem industry, 
his influence on the market including the famous Tiffany & Co Elizabeth Taylor 
campaign, and what his family is currently doing to carry his torch into the future. 
This series arc will culminate in Bruce Bridges confronting the three masterminds of 
his father’s death to determine if the Bridges Family will eventually return to their 
Kenyan mining operation to carry on Campbell’s legacy in the region...or close shop 
forever.

STORY 1 BREAKDOWN:
THE STONE: TSAVORITE 
COUNTRY: KENYA



STORY 2:
THE STONE: EMERALD  
COUNTRY: COLOMBIA

THE EMERALD MASSACRE

COLOMBIAN EMERALD KINGPINS BATTLE 
AGAINST EXTRADITION TO THE UNITED 
STATES ON COCAINE TRAFFICKING CHARGES.



Colombia’s dark past is known for the bloodshed linked 
to the various cocaine cartels through the 90s, but little 
coverage is dedicated to the “Green Wars” that plagued the 
country around the same time.  Victor Carranza was known 
as the “Emerald Czar”, who until his death, controlled 40 
percent of the country’s emerald trade. Since his death in 
April 2013, Colombians suspected that the past violence 
would once again haunt the emerald industry and the 
country as a whole…and they were right. 

Colombia’s emerald history is rich, the first mines were 
legalized by the government in 1953, but miners were left to 
resolve disputes on their own, which they usually handled 
with guns.  The first “Green War” broke out between rival 
mining families in the 1960s as emerald magnates leaned 
on paramilitary groups to defend their land from guerrilla 
groups and drug traffickers, chasing industry profits and 
money laundering potential.  But in 1985 the Colombian 
drug cartels joined the conflict in an attempt to take over 
the mining industry.  In 1989, Escobar’s associate, Gaucho 
Rodriguez, massacred everyone working at a flourishing 
mine known as El Muzo, owned by Gilberto Molina a 
patriarch of one of the largest emerald concessions in 
Colombia.  According to government sources, roughly 
between 4,000 and 6,000 people were killed from 1984 
to 1990.  Bishop Pabon, a Catholic priest, in conjunction 
with Victor Carranza, brokered a peace deal between 
rival factions of Colombia’s emerald industry in 1990.  But 
since Carranza’s death in 2013, hundreds of people tied 
to Carranza have been killed by Pedro Rincon AKA Pedro 
“Orejas”, another powerful businessman in the emerald 
trade and one of Carranza’s most powerful rival’s.  Just last 
year, Pedro Rincon was arrested and is in the process for 
extradition to Florida on cocaine trafficking charges.  Pedro 
along with 8 of his associates, including his six brothers, are 
suspected to be extradited to the US in the very near future.  

THIS STORY will track Colombia’s bloody, parallel 
history of cocaine and emeralds, the extradition process 
of the Rincon Family kingpins back to the US, their 
perspective on what they claim to be bogus cases, and 
follow the efforts towards transparency in Colombian 
artisanal emerald mining. We’ll interview the Rincon 
family in jail and meet Ron Ringsrud, a California-based 
emerald dealer who runs a non-profit called Clay Hands 
in Colombia, working to improve conditions and the 
lives of destitute emerald families across the country.  
The series arc will follow the Rincon family’s murderous 
events of the past, parallel to their extradition trials 
today. 

STORY 2 BREAKDOWN:
THE STONE: EMERALD  
COUNTRY: COLOMBIA



STORY 3:
THE STONE: PARAIBA TOURMALINE  
COUNTRY: BRAZIL

THE world’s rarest STONE

THE RAREST GEMSTONE LEADS TO MURDER, 
THEFT, BETRAYAL, AND MILITARY INTERVEN-
TION, HOLDING THE EARTH’S MOST PRECIOUS 
STONE HOSTAGE. 

 



The Paraiba Tourmaline discovery rocked the gemstone industry since this electric 
blue stone was first pulled from the mines of Brazil in the late 80s and gem dealer, 
Brian Cook, first brought the stone to the international market. With limited supply 
and massive demand, the discovery of Paraiba Tourmaline ignited a legendary 
story of betrayal, murder, and government corruption.  Today, the mine is still in a 
state of limbo, but various factions are maneuvering to secure initial investment to 
begin extracting billions of dollars of stone still underground.

Heitor Barbosa, a miner hailing from Belo Horizonte, began exploring the northeast 
state of Paraiba in 1981. After six years of hand digging without luck, Heitor and his 
crew persevered, finding small amounts of gem-quality tourmaline with a bright 
blue, electric shine. This initial discovery yielded hundreds of carats of fine-quality 
cut stones. Heitor hit his bounty, tapping his dream pocket! But little did he know 
that over time it would become known as the billion-dollar stone.

In the wake of the discovery, the high demand for the gem caught the attention 
of the local Mafia and drug cartels from neighboring countries. In no time, the 
locals referred to the Barbosa mine as Batalha (the Battle), because as soon as 
the stone hit the market, a war erupted to control the mine. Things heated up 
when, the Silvestres, a local mining tycoon backed by a local congressman, used 
armed guerilla insurgents to take over the Barbosa mine. Eventually, the federal 
government deployed the military to intervene and after the dust settled the 
government returned the mine to the Barbosa family and divided the mine 
fairly…or so they thought. But after the first shutdown, Heitor Barbosa and his son 
Sergio, started to hit significant production of gem tourmaline in 1998 and the 
surrounding claim owners again became greedy. Heitor was betrayed by his own 
son in law, and eventually tax fraud caused the mine to be shut down by a court 
order for the second time in the early 2000s. The mine has not been active since. 
The shutdown of the mine has driven the price of this rare tourmaline to an all-
time high. There hasn’t been a better time for the Barbosa’s to reclaim their fortune 
and they are working with the Cook family in the States to secure a million-dollar 
investment to start mining the claim after all these years.

THIS STORY follows gem dealers, Brian Cook and his daughter Quendi, from 
New York as they broker a high-profile jewelry designer’s investment in the 
re-opening of the Barbosa Paraiba Tourmaline mine. The designer is investing 
in the mine because she wants a large supply of the rare gemstones for the 
upcoming Hollywood award season. With a deadline looming, the Cook 
family travels to meet the Barbosa family in northeastern Brazil to begin 
breaking ground on the Barbosa mine after nearly two decades of inactivity. 
Once down in Brazil, we’ll unpack the mine’s layered history and what the 
Barbosas endured to fight for their right to FINALLY start extracting these 
rare gemstones from their mine. Brazil’s instability leaves the fate of the 
Barbosa mine in flux. Will they face the same forces that they’ve battled in 
the past as these precious stones start coming to the surface? Will the Cooks 
be able to deliver the product their investor are counting on?

STORY 3 BREAKDOWN:
THE STONE: PARAIBA TOURMALINE  
COUNTRY: BRAZIL



story 4:

THE MYSTERY of MOGOK

THE STONE: RUBY
COUNTRY: MYANMAR & THAILAND

A CLANDESTINE CROSSROADS WHERE THE 
RUBY AND OPIUM SMUGGLERS COLLIDE IN THE 
CROSSHAIRS OF MERCENARIES & GENOCIDE.



The clandestine movement of gems out of Myanmar involves theft, bribery, covert travel, 
and embedding with local rebel soldiers. Most rubies are trafficked as rough stones, 
carried on long, perilous pushes over mountains, through insurgent-clad jungles, and 
change hands several times over on their way to Thailand. The smugglers must bypass the 
state-owned Myanmar Gem Enterprise that oversees the industry, supports the Rohingya 
genocide, and runs the gem auctions in the capital city of Yangon.
 
This episode follows two narrative threads. The first is the history and legacy of Olive 
Yang, a cross-dressing female warlord responsible for leading a CIA-supplied army in 
establishing an opium trade route that many ruby smugglers have utilized on their way 
through the Golden Triangle since the 1950s. Yang recently passed away at 90 years old, 
but her trade route for opium and rubies lives on.

The second narrative thread will follow fixer Federico Barlocher on a whirlwind adventure 
into the depths of Myanmar’s infamous, elusive Mogok ruby mine. Federico arrived 
in Myanmar over 30 years ago with a passion for gems and a lust for adventure. After 
traversing many remote corners of the globe—Pakistan, Afghanistan, Vietnam, Tanzania— 
his lifelong obsession with gems met a transformational epiphany when he first laid his 
eyes on the beauty of the Myanmar Ruby in Mogok. This obsession drove him to face 
endless obstacles in order to gain access to one of the most-coveted, highly-restricted 
mines in the world, producing the most pro table colored gemstones in world history. 
Mogok is the world’s colored gem Mecca, and very few have access to the government-
controlled mine. For the first time ever, we’ll be granted exclusive access to this incredibly 
unique vein, at a monumental moment where we’ll witness the discovery of some of the 
largest, rarest rubies ever found.

THIS STORY we’ll embed with Federico and family to meet black market smugglers 
and join the special ops contractors employed by MGE to better understand the 
situation. Following both sides of this conflict, we’ll skirt the ghost towns resulting 
from the controversial genocide of the Muslim minority, meet the families of artisans 
suffering from the ban on Myanmar Rubies, and uncover MGE’s militant efforts to 
shut down the countries opium-ruby trade route.

story 4 BREAKDOWN:
THE STONE: RUBY
COUNTRY: MYANMAR & THAILAND



STORY 5:
THE STONE: DIAMONDS
COUNTRY: BOTSWANA & SIERRA LEONE

the battle of the 
billionaires

WHO WILL CLAIM THE WORLD’S NEXT MEGA-DIAMOND?



THE BILLIONAIRE BATTLE
 

Fawaz Gruosi, founder and creative director of De Grisogono, is the leading 
diamond collector on the planet. He cuts the most precious stones for the most 
prestigious red-carpet events worldwide. 

Laurence Graff is an English billionaire and Gruosi’s arch nemesis when it comes to 
purchasing the world’s largest diamonds.

In recent years, both have paid over $50 million for some of the largest, raw, uncut
diamonds found by Vancouver-based company Lucara—which is made up of 
mostly female geologists who manage the Karowe mine in Botswana. Karowe 
is producing the largest, most expensive diamonds to date, and Lucara’s clever 
female team is disrupting the De Beers’ standardized production and market 
models, leaving traditionalists in their wake.

THE PASTOR’S PRIZE
 
Just last year, a fortuitous pastor in Sierra Leone discovered the second largest 
diamond ever found in the country: a 706-carat hockey-puck-sized stone. The 
pastor, Emmanuel Momoh found it while he was independently searching for 
diamonds in the mining sector of eastern Kono in Sierra Leone. The diamond 
ranks somewhere between the 10th and 15th largest diamond ever found and is 
incredibly rare for an independent artisanal miner to find such a large stone.

The pastor used his bare hands and a sieve to sift through sediment on a river 
bed—a common practice for small-scale diamond prospecting. Pastor Emmanuel 
Momoh vowed to sell the gem in order to bring his struggling village the relief it 
needed. Momoh believes The Peace Diamond will greatly improve the lives of his 
people, as it will bring clean water, electricity, schools, medical facilities, bridges 
and roads to the villages of the Kono District—helping his country recover from 
many economic challenges and civil war. The region is infamous for a decade-long 
civil war over the diamond-rich region. Recently, however, the government has 
progressed toward cracking down on diamond trafficking, and hit Momoh with a 
technicality, taking half of his fortune for failing to have a proper mining license at 
the time of the discovery. In the end, Momoh only received 41 percent of the $6.5 
million the Peace Diamond sold for, and the government took the rest.

THIS STORY we follow the battle between Gruosi family and Graff family 
to double down on the next big find, both hoping to beat their rival to the 
punch by bidding on the highest-quality diamond found in Lucara’s history. 
We also unpack the history of the Pastor’s Peace Stone, and his philanthropic 
motives in using money earned from his prize find to save his people. This 
exposes the various arms of the diamond trade from artisanal miner to the 
billionaire families themselves in pursuit of their next big purchase.

STORY 5 BREAKDOWN:
THE STONE: DIAMONDS
COUNTRY: BOTSWANA & SIERRA LEONE



alternate story:
THE STONE: SAPPHIRE  
COUNTRY: MADAGASCAR

MAYHEM IN MADAGASCAR

CONSERVATIONISTS STRUGGLE TO KEEP A WORLD-
FAMOUS NATURAL PRESERVE FROM TOTAL 
DEVASTATION FOLLOWING THE DISCOVERY OF 
SAPPHIRES.



In 2016, local miners uncovered a colossal strand of sapphires in a remote region 
of Madagascar. What followed was an unprecedented gem rush, unlike anything 
the world has ever seen before. Across the country, everyone from teachers to 
farmers abandoned their homes in pursuit of a jackpot of riches. In a nation where 
over 70% of the population earns less than $1.90 a day, an estimated 50,000 small-
scale miners have flooded the site since October 2016.

The problem—beyond the gamble of risking everything for precious stones—is 
that the site lies in the heart of one of the world’s most renowned wildlife habitats. 
The refuge, bursting with biodiversity, is home to the largest species of lemur 
on Earth, as well as numerous endangered species of birds and amphibians. 
Deforestation (resulting from the mining) is decimating the landscape, and 
conservationists are laying their lives on the line to protect this once-brilliant 
natural wonder of the world.

THIS STORY follows the journey of Bruno Rajaspera and his family at 
Conservation International as they travel to the site of the sapphire rush 
and attempt to stop the destruction of the natural ecosystems. Powerful 
forces stand in their way, including corrupt government officials who seek to 
profit from the extraction of sapphires, and are willing to use the country’s 
military might to ensure its protection. Back in the US, Michael Arnstein, the 
president of the Natural Sapphire Company, a US-based gemstone business, 
rushes to capitalize on the boom and satisfy the needs of America’s rich and 
famous, who are hungry for a piece of the record-setting stones coming out 
of Madagascar. This story features Bruno’s conservation efforts, contrasted 
with market demands, and the secretive gangs from Sri Lanka, who work in 
the shadows to smuggle nearly $150 million worth of sapphires out of the 
country for sale on the black market.

alternate story BREAKDOWN:
THE STONE: SAPPHIRE  
COUNTRY: MADAGASCAR




