
WHISPERS ON A HOT WIND 
 

 
 

 
 
"Climate change is never going to be the one thing that causes a 
war or that causes a government to fall or that drives migration, 
but it is a factor within that that makes all of the other factors 
more difficult. It makes other problems worse." 

- Andrew Holland, American Security Project 
 
 

“Bound by wild desire, I fell into a ring of fire.” 
 -Johnny Cash 

 
  



CONCEPT 
 
As the Earth heats up, it simultaneously seems that the epoch of liberal 
democracy is in peril. With a global rise in extreme right-wing governments in 
countries as culturally diverse as America, Brazil, and in Poland; the ascendency 
of authoritarianism in countries like China and Turkey; the growing influence of 
xenophobic nationalism even in ‘progressive social democracies’ like Great 
Britain; and the collapse of states like Venezuela in Latin America, the world 
seems to be seriously rethinking its decades-long commitment to democratic 
ideals. Is this trend towards illiberalism an inevitable “pendulum swing” in 
politics, or is it connected to deeper changes in our physical world? This series 
will move around the world, each episode revealing climate change as a 
previously-hidden cause of civil unrest, and a threat to collective global stability. 
 
FORMAT 
 
The series is framed around a question: Is the global rise of illiberalism 
connected with climate change? The director’s narration will take us through the 
question and into each episode’s case study, connecting dots and setting the 
scene throughout the series.  
 
Each episode will start with a big-picture introduction of a global crisis. The 
beginning of the episode will be driven by energetic narration, animation, news 
and archival footage, before hitting the ground in a largely observational style in 
the present tense, meeting and interviewing characters, experts, and 
stakeholders in each location.  
 
TONE 
 
Whispers on a Hot Wind will have a point of view and personality, finding humor 
wherever possible, not shying from the horror, and incorporating music and 
animation creatively throughout. 
 
 
EPISODES 
 

1) The Arab Spring 
 



 
 

 
The series of uprisings that gave us the Syrian Civil War and ISIS was triggered 
in part by record droughts in the region:  
 

“Syria in particular suffered a severe drought that may have set the 
stage for conflict. From 2007 to 2010, low rainfall and poor water 
policies caused sweeping, multi-year crop failures. Urban and rural 
discontent coalesced into violent uprisings against the authoritarian 
government, spurring waves of migration.” 
– 2019 study published in Global Environmental Change 

 
 
And in Tunisia, where a street vendor’s self-immolation ignited the Arab Spring in 
2011, drought continues to suck the country dry, creating fierce competition for 
scarce resources. To this day, farmers and café-owners are still lighting 
themselves on fire as part of what the international press has called the 
Tunisian “Thirst Uprising”.  
 
2) Angry Europe / Dry Africa 
 

“Across Europe, populism is growing on both the left and the 
right—but it has much more momentum on the right.” 
 -Ian Bremmer, TIME 
 



 
 
This episode will focus specifically on the rise of far-right governments and 
political movements in Europe, and how they are largely fuelled by reaction to 
immigrants from drought-stricken countries. The episode will move back and 
forth between the new “Pan-European” right, and the instructive example of 
Capetown, South Africa, where the “Day Zero” panic gripped the city in 2018 as 
it braced to have its taps shut off completely in the midst of crippling drought.  
 
By jumping back and forth between these two stories, the episode will make 
explicit the deep connection between drought in poor countries and right-wing 
extremism in wealthy European nations. 
 
We’ll look at powerful nationalist movements in France, Italy, Poland, Sweden, 
Germany, and of course Great Britain, and see the way they are beginning to 
organize and coalesce across borders, consulting with Steve Bannon in 
creating a pan-European Far Right to take control of EU governance. 
 

 
 
“It used to be that nationalist parties in Europe wanted nothing to do 
with the EU; now they’re aiming to take it over.“ 

 -Ian Bremmer, TIME 
 



 
Meanwhile, we’ll revisit the Day Zero experience, talking with residents of Cape 
Town and some of the South African comedians on the “Day Zero Comedy Tour” 
which launched as a way to both draw attention to, and cope with the absurdity, 
of a huge, bustling city literally running out of water.  
 
 
3) Kosher Chemtrails 
 
There are several studies which show that, since the Middle Ages, times of 
increased systemic risk correlate with an uptick in persecution of Jews. While 
Jews now seem to share the global scapegoat mantle with other groups, 
especially Muslims, the rise in anti-Semitism today is stark and disturbing. Is this 
rise at all connected with climate change? 
 
In this episode, we’ll look at the simmering online subculture of conspiracy 
theories which claim that Jews control the weather, through wealthy families 
like the Rothschilds (a centuries-old Jewish scapegoat clan), and George Soros. 
These YouTube videos, blogs, and podcasts have captured the imaginations of 
net users around the world, including D.C. Democratic Lawmaker Trayon 
White, who posted a YouTube video recently where he said:  
 

“Man, it just started snowing out of nowhere this morning, 
man. And that’s a model based off the Rothschilds controlling 
the climate to create natural disasters they can pay for to own 
the cities, man. Be careful.” 

 
These increasingly popular theories claim that wealthy Jewish cabals use tactics 
like “chemtrails” and the HAARP program to create disastrous weather events 
such as Hurricane Sandy in order to maintain a vague network of control.  
 
We’ll also take a look at some specific instances of anti-Semitic hate crimes, 
which are currently on the rise across all of Europe, Canada, and the U.S. 
 
 
 
4) Seco Despots 

 



 
 

 
 
More than 3 million people have fled Venezuela since 2015. The UN 
estimates that number may swell to 5.3 million by the end of 2019.  
 
While it’s tempting to focus solely on mismanagement by the Maduro 
government, climate change has played a significant role in Venezuela’s 
collapse: 
 

“ Venezuela got 50% - 65% less rainfall than the annual average 
from 2013 to 2016. That led to rationing of both water and 
electricity because Venezuela is heavily reliant on hydropower “ 

 
In this episode, we’ll look at Venezuela’s precarious electrical grid as a 
prism through which to view the ways that climate chaos, including 
drought in Brazil, is prompting the rise of authoritarianism in Latin 
America.  
 
The episode will build to follow the swell of immigrants pressing north 
towards the U.S., creating the perfect scapegoat for white American 
nationalism. 
 
6) Tiny Island Blues: Seasteaders in Tahiti 



 
 
As ocean levels rise, some of the most dramatic and early consequences 
will be for small island nations, whose very existence is on a countdown. 
Enter shady anti-democratic forces to save the day.  
 
Funded by far-right tech billionaire Peter Thiel, the Seasteaders are on a 
mission to escape the burdens of mainstream society and float free in 
international waters on manmade floating islands.   
 
They found the plight of the Tahitian islands a perfect opportunity to lay 
down roots. In 2017, the Seasteaders landed in Tahiti for the first ever 
International Conference of Seasteaders.   
 
We were there for this conference, where the Seasteaders aimed to 
convince the Tahitian government and people to let them experiment with 
their new technology just offshore. In exchange, they promised jobs and a 
possible escape-route for Tahitians who don’t want to leave their ancestral 
home as the ocean rises around them.  
 
 
7) Thirst Makes Terrorists 

 
“Climate shocks and stresses are pushing many into extreme 
poverty. Joining an armed group is sometimes the only option 
available" 

- Robert Muggah, Igarape Institute 
 



 
 
Lake Chad spans seven countries in sub-Saharan Africa. The health of this 
water basin is crucial to more than 50 million people, many of whom are 
subsistence farmers or herders. Alarmingly, Lake Chad is now 90% smaller 
than it was in the 1960’s. 
 

 
 
As Lake Chad dries up, extremist terrorist groups thrive: 
 

“The drying of Lake Chad has bolstered recruitment efforts of 
extremist groups including Boko Haram, the militant group 
operating in Nigeria.” 
 - CNN 

 



We’ll visit one of the communities on Lake Chad, speaking with people 
young and old to hear about the ways that the lake’s disappearance is 
affecting their lives, and hearing from families who have lost sons to Boko 
Haram. 
 
8) Green Surveillance  
 

“No country has put itself in a better position to become the 
world’s renewable energy superpower than China.” 

- Global Commission on the Geopolitics of Energy 
Transformation 

 
 
“China is building a high-tech authoritarian future…China is 
reversing the commonly held vision of technology as a great 
democratizer, bringing people more freedom and connecting 
them to the world. In China, it has brought control.” 
  - The New York Times 
 
 

 
 
China has developed one of the most restrictive police states in history, 
piloting its technological crackdown on dissent and diversity in Xianjeng 



Province, where the local Uigur population is being systematically 
imprisoned in concentration “work camps”. While this police state is 
most extreme for the Uigurs, it is, to some degree, the daily reality for all 
Chinese citizens, and, as China exports its smart surveillance 
technology, for citizens in autocratic countries around the world.  
 
Harshly conservative and undemocratic when it comes to individual 
freedom, China has shown remarkable progressiveness and flexibility 
when it comes to climate change. President Xi has guided China to be 
leaders in renewable energy. They’re now the world’s largest producer, 
exporter and installer of solar panels, wind turbines, batteries and 
electric vehicles. They also hold more than 150,000 renewable energy 
patents.  
 
Meanwhile, in the United States, the cradle of freedom and democracy, 
the federal government is utterly paralyzed by indecision and a failure to 
recognize the now-decades-old scientific consensus on global warming. 
Under the Trump administration, the U.S. is actually backsliding from 
what little climate-facing progress was made under Obama.  
 
In this episode, we’ll take a hard look at China’s model for decisive 
climate action, and ask whether a messy, consensus-building democracy 
has a place in the world of climate change. Can a progressive agenda like 
the Green New Deal provide a democratic alternative for China’s techno-
totalitarian effectiveness?  
 
 
9) Deep Adaptation Retreat 

“Here’s to bein’ thankful, 
and sorry for the pleasures that we’ve had.” 

- Townes Van Zandt 
 



 
 
While the previous episodes seem to insist on hopelessness, the series will 
come to a kind of catharsis in the final episode, albeit a grim one. 
 

 
 

“We now face inevitable near-term social collapse. It is 
a responsible act to communicate this analysis now and 
invite people to support each other, myself included, in 
exploring the implications, including the psychological 
and spiritual implications….” 
 
 - Professor Jem Bendell, Deep Adaptation 

 
Jem Bendell is a Cambridge professor whose work centers around the 
multi-disciplinary concept of “Deep Adaptation”, which involves accepting 



what he sees as the almost certain collapse of society as we’ve 
come to know it, and reckoning with the implications of this.  
 

 
Incorporating psychology, spiritual traditions, management theory, 
economics, medicine, and more, Bendell’s approach was published an 
article called “Deep Adaptation” that has gained an enormous following 
online in the past year amongst those who believe that it’s too late to 
reverse the worst effects of climate change, and are hungry for a clear-
eyed conversation about next steps. 
 
In September of this year, Bendell will be hosting the first Deep 
Adaptation Retreat in Cambria, England, the stated goals of which 
are: 
 

“to take time out to pause, and give space and time to reflect – with 
others – on what is being asked of us in these extraordinary 
times.” 

 
In the final episode, we will join the Retreat, allowing Bendell and the 
other participants to give the rather intense series a bit of vulnerable, 
open-hearted closure, tinged though it may be with ominous linings.  


