
HERE COMES 
SHUGGIE OTIS

He’s the teen prodigy expected to be the next 
Jimi Hendrix, yet today most don’t know his 
name… but they know his music. 



This feature-length documentary profiles the 
tumultuous career of Shuggie Otis: his rapid rise 
to stardom, his disappearance, and his current 
resurgence.

LOGLINE



Musical Prodigy
Shuggie was born to legendary rock and roll music 
producer, Johnny Otis. As such, he was surrounded 
by music icons from a young age, such as Etta 
James and Jackie Wilson.

In 1970, blues legend B.B. King said his favorite 
new guitarist was 17-year-old Shuggie Otis. The 
teenage prodigy had just shocked the world with 
his breakthrough album Here Comes Shuggie 
Otis, and he was only getting started. In the 
next 4 years, he recorded two more, including 
the critically-acclaimed Inspiration Information. 
His hit, “Strawberry Letter 23” reached #5 on the 
Billboard Hot 100. Many critics referred to him as 
the “heir to Hendrix.”

Early Opportunities
Wealth and fame were all but guaranteed. The 
Rolling Stones approached him to replace guitarist 
Mick Taylor. Quincy Jones offered to produce him. 
David Bowie and Stevie Wonder both asked him to 
join their bands. He turned everybody down.

Shuggie insisted on making his own music, his 
own way. This meant taking as much time to 
write and record an album as he felt necessary. 
Record companies tried to hurry him. 
Shuggie wouldn’t budge. 

Downfall
For Shuggie, music was about much more than money 

and status. It was his lifeblood. But his unwillingness 
to work on a record label’s schedule soon got him 

blacklisted for being “a difficult artist.” He became 
an outcast of the music business. An alcohol 
addiction followed. He stopped recording and 
performing, and took menial jobs to pay rent, 
including one as a paper boy. Fans thought 
Shuggie disappeared. But he didn’t. He just 
refused to conform.

Resurgence
 When his father passed away in 2012, it was a 
wakeup call for Shuggie, and the motivation 
he needed to get serious about recording and 
performing again. In 2018, Shuggie released his 
first album in over 40 years. Today, he’s back 

writing, recording, performing, and trying to get 
the world to once again recognize the musical genius 

of Shuggie Otis.

Personal Life
Shuggie married twice; both wives were also in the 

music business. He has a son with each wife, Lucky 
and Eric, who are both musicians as well.

STORY



This feature-length documentary begins with 
Shuggie today, at age 65, as he re-experiences 
a taste of his fame from 40 years ago. As the 
doc unfolds his chaotic backstory and career, 
Shuggie takes us to the places that shaped 
him, and shares never-seen-before footage 
and stories of his early days.

FORMAT




