
SUSTAINABLILITY FILM CONCEPTS



The Niger Delta is the site of the world’s largest-ever oil spill cleanup, and 
one man is at the center or it: Chinyere Nnadi. As the grandson of the 
former mayor of Port Harcourt, the largest city in the Niger Delta, Chinyere 
switnessed the devastation that decades of oil spill and abuse was doing 
to his homeland, and decided to do something about it.


He started Sustainability International, a non-profit utilizing groundbreaking 
technology that harnesses hydrocarbon-eating bacteria to clean up oil 
spills. This breakthrough of modern science was actually overseen by 
Chinyere’s mother, the Dean of Diversity and Inclusion at the University of 
Central Florida.


The organization has a huge task ahead of it — the United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP) indicated in 2011 that it would take up to 30 
years for a full environmental restoration to be complete in the Niger Delta. 
According to a 2017 report from the Guardian, a study found that babies in 
Nigeria were at double the risk of dying before reaching a month old when 
oil spills were within 10km of a mother's place of residence.

https://sustainability-international.org/our-work


https://dailybruin.com/2016/04/12/ucla-alums-nonprofit-uses-new-technology-for-niger-delta-cleanup/


https://www.forbes.com/sites/rebeccacampbell1/2019/01/14/see-how-this-non-profit-is-using-the-blockchain-to-
clean-up-the-niger-delta/#153c5a613302

CLEANING UP THE NIGER DELTA

https://sustainability-international.org/our-work
https://dailybruin.com/2016/04/12/ucla-alums-nonprofit-uses-new-technology-for-niger-delta-cleanup/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rebeccacampbell1/2019/01/14/see-how-this-non-profit-is-using-the-blockchain-to-clean-up-the-niger-delta/#153c5a613302
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rebeccacampbell1/2019/01/14/see-how-this-non-profit-is-using-the-blockchain-to-clean-up-the-niger-delta/#153c5a613302


After years working in remote villages of Ecuador, American environmentalist 
Oliver Utne identified three big problems facing indigenous communities: river 
pollution, a lack of economic opportunity, and a shortage of affordable river 
transportation.


It was then Oliver had a breakthrough… he began to design a solar-powered 
boat that could provide cheap, clean transportation among riverside villages. And 
thus, his non-profit, Kara Solar, was born.


The organization trains local people to engineer solar engines so they can build 
the boats, as well as train other communities to do so. They believe that the best 
way to preserve the rainforest is to empower its indigenous custodians. By 
transforming energy use in vulnerable territories, they are activating resilient 
technological and socio-economic alternatives to degradation and exploitation.


Today, they’ve created a public transportation network that connects nine 
communities along two rivers. Their plan is to scale the model they’ve created to 
other parts of South America in the coming year. 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53xA9MDP4o0 


https://karasolar.com/ 


https://www.bbc.com/news/business-43798036


BUILDING ECO-FRIENDLY RIVERBOATS IN THE AMAZON

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53xA9MDP4o0
https://karasolar.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-43798036


Deep in the heart of the Amazon, in a remote village that can only be 
reached via a full-day canoe trip, you’ll find something completely 
unexpected… Living amongst the Secoya, one of the most secluded and 
primitive tribes on earth, is a 41-year-old, white, American man who they call 
“Shaman.”


Lucas Weiss, who moved to Ecuador from Michigan after college, became 
the apprentice of a shaman in a small Secoya village. The indigenous people 
are one of the most secluded tribes in the world, although oil exploration 
and deforestation are quickly encroaching on their lands. 


In recent years, oil companies have been leasing huge tracts of Secoya land, 
and devastating them for the purposes of drilling. The Secoya find 
themselves trapped; they can no longer afford to live in an increasingly 
globalized world, and they feel they have no choice but to lease their lands. 


Lucas, however, has a plan. The Secoya are known to grow yoco, a vine that 
can be used to make drinks that boost energy and mood. Using his 
background in botany, Lucas found a way to grow yoco on a massive scale, 
and is teaching his fellow tribesman to plant and sell the vine in order to 
make a good living, and avoid selling off their lands.


https://www.mensjournal.com/features/american-shaman-the-incredible-
story-of-lucas-weiss-20160201/


AMERICAN SHAMAN FIGHTS DEFORESTATION IN THE AMAZON

https://www.mensjournal.com/features/american-shaman-the-incredible-story-of-lucas-weiss-20160201/
https://www.mensjournal.com/features/american-shaman-the-incredible-story-of-lucas-weiss-20160201/


Andrew Cooper grew up in Orlando, Florida. In the summer 
after his graduation from Florida Atlantic University, he 
embarked on a surf trip to Bali with his best friend, Alex 
Schulze. Instead of pristine beaches and paradise, they 
instead found coastlines covered in garbage. 


It was in that moment they founded 4ocean. The 
organization’s mission is to cleanup the trash sitting on 
beaches and at the bottom of the coastal waters around the 
world.


Andrew regularly takes his SCUBA gear and dives to the 
bottom of the sea to pick up litter. He often takes his dog, 
Lila, with him to aid in the effort.


4ocean employs over 300 people, have removed over 4 
million pounds of trash and plastic from the ocean and 
coastlines, and have expanded globally with operations in 
Bali and Haiti.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WAWSaSKvjQ

https://4ocean.com/about/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=9syapHS-H9w


DIVING FOR TRASH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WAWSaSKvjQ
https://4ocean.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=9syapHS-H9w


Malaika Vaz is a National Geographic explorer who is 
passionate about the conservation of animals and their 
fragile ecosystems. Her specialty is in studying the 
environmental forces threatening the extinction of animal 
species currently on the brink of disappearing.


Malaika’s most recent project is to expose environmental 
degradation through the eyes of the baby animals most 
affected.


In Indonesia, she is studying the crisis whereby huge 
habitats of rainforest are being wiped out in order to fuel 
the trade of palm oil. As a result, baby orangutan are 
often left orphaned as their parents flee for safety. Her 
mission is to rescue these orphaned animals while 
simultaneously exposing and preventing the destruction 
of their habitat.


https://www.nationalgeographic.org/find-explorers/malaika-vaz


https://www.instagram.com/malaikavaz/?hl=en


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwlrpaOSXAQ

STOPPING ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION VIA ORPHANED ORANGUTAN

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/find-explorers/malaika-vaz
https://www.instagram.com/malaikavaz/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwlrpaOSXAQ


Around the world, men and women are unplugging from 
modern society and creating environmentally-sustainable, off-
grid Homesteads. 


This series of documentary shorts celebrates the lifestyle of the 
Modern Homesteader. We delve into the minds of these 
pioneers to examine the challenges of living off-grid, and the 
passions that drive them. We focus on Homesteaders’ 
ecologically-responsible solutions to living in remote 
places...how they obtain food, water, power and more. The 
goal of the series is to celebrate an adventurous lifestyle, and 
to encourage viewers to be mindful of the environment.


*Backroads Pictures’ experience working with homesteaders 
and off-grid communities around the world has connected us 
to fascinating characters who live and breathe the ethos of 
sustainability.


SUSTAINABLE HOMESTEADS DECK

SUSTAINABLE HOMESTEADS

https://www.backroadspictures.com/homesteads



