


"Climate change is never going to be the one thing that causes a war or that 
causes a government to fall or that drives migration, but it is a factor within that 

that makes all of the other factors more difficult. It makes other problems worse.” 
-Andrew Holland, American Security Project


“Bound by wild desire, I fell into a ring of fire.” 
-Johnny Cash




CONCEPT 

As the Earth heats up, it simultaneously seems that the epoch of 
liberal democracy is in peril. With a global rise in extreme right-wing 
governments in countries as culturally diverse as America, Brazil, 
and in Poland; the ascendency of authoritarianism in countries like 
China and Turkey; the growing influence of xenophobic nationalism 
even in ‘progressive social democracies’ like Great Britain; and the 
collapse of states like Venezuela in Latin America, the world seems 
to be seriously rethinking its decades-long commitment to 
democratic ideals. Is this trend towards illiberalism an inevitable 
“pendulum swing” in politics, or is it connected to deeper changes 
in our physical world? This series will move around the world, each 
episode revealing climate change as a previously-hidden cause of 
civil unrest, and a threat to collective global stability.




FORMAT 

The series is framed around a question: 
Is the global rise of illiberalism 
connected with climate change? The 
director’s narration will take us through 
the question and into each episode’s 
case study, connecting dots and setting 
the scene throughout the series. 


The beginning of each episode will be 
driven by energetic narration, animation, 
news and archival footage, before hitting 
the ground in a largely observational 
style in the present tense, meeting and 
interviewing characters, experts, and 
stakeholders in each location. 



TONE 

Whispers on a Hot Wind will be playful 
and energetic, with a collage aesthetic, 
borrowing styles and techniques from 
multiple genres, from animation to essay-
film to observational verité to stylized re-
enactments. With a function this grim and 
heavy, the form must be light. The 
narrative will have a point of view and 
personality, finding humor wherever 
possible, but never shying from the horror.




DIRECTOR 

Jacob Hurwitz-Goodman is a documentary, scripted, 
and commercial filmmaker, based in LA. 


His eclectic, intimate work has won an EMMY and an 
Edes Award for Emerging Artists.


Jacob's films have appeared on PBS, NBC Left Field, 
WIRED, Atlas Obscura, DIS, Discovery Digital, the 
Huffington Post, The New York Post, Al Jazeera, 
Participant Media, ATTN, Hakai Magazine, NowThis, 
and this website. Along with partner Nick George, he is 
the creator of the critically acclaimed, immersive 
documentary webseries Far Off Sounds about obscure, 
ecstatic musical experiences around the world. He has 
directed documentary films, music videos, and 
commercials in Vietnam, Ghana, Tahiti, the United 
Kingdom, and across the American continent.


www.jacobhg.com 

http://www.jacobhg.com


EPISODES



EPISODE 1 
The Two John Tyndalls 

We open on a large obelisk in the Alps. The Aletsch Glacier stretches out in the background, shimmering 
in the sun. This is the grave of John Tyndall, the Irish physicist who discovered the greenhouse gas 
effect, and was accidentally poisoned to death by his wife. 


Another gravestone, smaller, sits in a rainy churchyard in suburban London. This is the grave of John 
Tyndall, who rose to fame as a white nationalist politician in the 1980’s, railing against liberal democracy 
and the Jewish agenda to dilute England’s whiteness with open border policies. 


The John Tyndalls are unrelated by blood, but tied together by our narrative. Using the two 
coincidentally-named men, one the grandfather of climate science, and the other the grandfather of 
Brexit, we kick off our journey to illuminate the threads connecting these two converging lines of history. 


In Part One, we will set the stage for the series, looking separately but in parallel at a broad ‘history of 
Democracy’, and at the much more focused history of climate change research.


We’ll examine the founding principals and animating spirit of Democracy (the Magna Carta, the French 
Revolution, Walt Whitman, the U.S. Civil War), establishing in a positive sense what we mean when we 
say “liberal Democracy”, and questioning if it’s possible to separate the inception of Democracy, with its 
emphasis on the “natural right to land and private property”, from the blindspots that have led us to a 
warming globe.


We’ll explore how, along the way, the principals of self-governance and individual liberty morphed 
into the free-market liberal capitalism of the Reagan Era, beginning in 1979.  

“We have coal, yet it is not being utilized. The mines are closed down. The 
miners are out of work. Most of this is due to regulations.” 

-Ronald Reagan on the campaign, 1979


In 1979, as President Carter was getting solar panels installed on the roof of the White House, the 
American scientific community, led by environmentalist Rafe Pomerance, had just reached 
overwhelming consensus on the dangers of CO2 emissions. At this point, there was still time, and it 
looked like the government would act.


And then Reagan was elected. Instantly, the administration buried the findings, increasing coal 
production. In the free-market, anti-government, party-hard atmosphere of the 80’s, we missed our last 
chance to avert total catastrophe. Climate change would not be a mainstream issue again for another 25 
years. 


Meanwhile, the SUV’s sold like wildfire.




EPISODE 2 
Spark 

Part Two skips ahead to the present, looking at how drought in the southern hemisphere is causing instability, civil war, and 
tyranny, leading to an unprecedented mass movement of refugees to “freer” countries.


The episode begins in Tunisia, where severe droughts led to massive crop failures, ultimately causing a Tunisian street 
vendor to light himself on fire in protest in 2010, sparking the Arab Spring, which led to the Syrian Civil War. 


To this day, farmers and café-owners are still lighting themselves on fire as part of what the international press has called the 
Tunisian “Thirst Uprising”.


We’ll travel to Tunisia to look at the agricultural situation now, and the state of the country’s democracy.


Meanwhile, we’ll head south to sub-Saharan Africa.


We’ll look at the ominous 2018 Day Zero phenomenon in Cape Town, when panic gripped the city as it braced to have its taps 
shut off completely. We’ll talk with residents of Cape Town and some of the comedians on the “Day Zero Comedy Tour” which 
launched as a way to both draw attention to, and cope with the absurdity, of a huge city literally running out of water.


Although Cape Town was spared a complete shutoffs, other places weren’t so lucky. Neighboring towns and villages have run 
completely out of tap water.


A little to the north, Lake Chad spans seven African countries. The health of this water basin is crucial to more than 50 million 
people, many of whom are subsistence farmers or herders. Alarmingly, Lake Chad is now 90% smaller than it was in the 1960’s.


As Lake Chad dries up, extremist terrorist groups thrive:


“The drying of Lake Chad has bolstered recruitment efforts of extremist groups including Boko 
Haram, the militant group operating in Nigeria.” 

-CNN


We’ll go to the Lake Chad water basin and meet people whose ability to make a living and feed themselves is evaporating with 
the lake, and whose loved ones have joined Boko Haram. 

 

Finally, we come to South and Central America. 


More than 3 million people have fled Venezuela since 2015. The UN estimates that number may swell to 5.3 million by the end 
of 2019. 


While it’s tempting to focus solely on mismanagement by the Maduro government, climate change has played a significant role 
in Venezuela’s collapse. With less and less rainfall, the Venezuelan electrical grid, which relies heavily on hydropower, has begun 
to give way.


We’ll look at Venezuela’s precarious electrical grid as a prism through which to view the ways that climate chaos, including 
drought in Brazil, is prompting the rise of authoritarianism in Latin America. 


Part Two will build to follow the swell of immigrants pressing north towards the U.S. from Central America, and Northwest from 
Africa and Syria into the uncertain arms of wealthier nations.

https://edition.cnn.com/2014/06/09/world/boko-haram-fast-facts/index.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://edition.cnn.com/2014/06/09/world/boko-haram-fast-facts/index.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


EPISODE 3 
Tinder 

“Across Europe, populism is growing on both the left and 
the right—but it has much more momentum on the right.” 

-Ian Bremmer, TIME


This episode will focus on the rise of nationalist political parties across Europe and the 
United States.  


We begin in Europe, where the climate refugee crisis has awakened the fitfully sleeping 
giant of ethno-nationalism, embodied in the ghost of John Tyndall from episode one. 


We’ll look at hardcore right wing movements in France, Italy, Poland, Sweden, Germany, 
and of course Great Britain, and see the way they are beginning to organize and coalesce 
across borders, consulting with Steve Bannon in creating a pan-European Far Right 
to take control of EU governance.


“It used to be that nationalist parties in Europe wanted 
nothing to do with the EU; now they’re aiming to take it over.“ 

	 -Ian Bremmer, TIME


Meanwhile, in the USA, immigrants fleeing the collapse of their drought-stricken homes 
have become the perfect scapegoat for a working-class that has seen its share of the 
American Dream diminish over the last generation with the weakening of unions, 
sophisticated A.I., and an increasingly rapacious oligarchic class infiltrating politics. 


We’ll examine the cruel irony of the ways in which the wealthiest individuals in America 
have cynically stonewalled every effort to fight climate change, while simultaneously 
taking full advantage of global climate chaos to weaponize racial resentment in their favor 
and to erode democratic institutions and rights in America, the cradle of modern 
democracy.




EPISODE 4 
Cryptofuture 

As drought and wildfires ravage the global south, and liberal ideals seem to be melting in the north, there are some 
who see a dark opportunity in this moment. 


Part Four will look at some powerful global forces looking towards a carbon-and-democracy-free, future.


“No country has put itself in a better position to become the world’s 
 renewable energy superpower than China.” 

-Global Commission on the Geopolitics of Energy Transformation


“China is building a high-tech authoritarian future.” 
-The New York Times


China is a true Orwellian nightmare. Their algorithmic surveillance state is nearly total, and in the northern provinces, 
they are putting Muslims into concentration camps. 


Harshly reactionary and authoritarian when it comes to individual freedom, China has shown remarkable 
progressiveness and flexibility when it comes to climate change. President Xi has guided China to be leaders in 
renewable energy. They’re now the world’s largest producer, exporter and installer of solar panels, wind turbines, 
batteries and electric vehicles. They also hold more than 150,000 renewable energy patents. 


This combination of progressive tech and authoritarian impulses is not unique to China. In the dark corners of Silicon 
Valley and the “intellectual Dark Web”, a Neo-Reactionary movement has been brewing for some time.

 

Famously embodied by Peter Thiel, the billionaire founder of Paypal, the Neo-Reactionary (NrX) movement sees 
Democracy as inefficient, outdated, culturally oppressive, and corrupt. For them, climate change is an opportunity for 
disruption, and new forms of governance.  


In 2017, Thiel helped bankroll the first International Conference of Seasteaders in Tahiti. This group of techno-
libertarians want to form artificial floating islands at sea, free from democracy, free from taxes, and free to write their 
own laws. They used the Tahitians’ fear of rising oceans as a way to pitch building their pilot sea-steads just off the 
coast.


We’ll look into the Seasteading movement, the quiet power of Peter Thiel in America, and neo-reactionaries’ attempt 
to offer a philosophical alternative to Democracy. 


We’ll compare these authoritarian techies to the techy authoritarians in China, and ask whether a messy, consensus-
building democracy rooted in individual liberty has a place in the world of climate change, where top-down control 
can yield faster results. 


Can democracy provide a convincing alternative to China’s techno-totalitarian effectiveness in the face of climate 
collapse? 



EPISODE 5 
Light 

“Here’s to bein’ thankful, and sorry for the pleasures that we’ve had.” 
-Townes Van Zandt


Part Five will conclude the series with an examination of how a “liberal democratic” world could potentially survive the 
waves of disaster on the horizon. Could progressive policies like the Green New Deal, or international coalitions like the 
Paris Accord, provide some model forward?


We’ll take a hard, realistic look at the status of America’s democratic institutions, including the Senate, Judiciary, and 
State Governments, to ask whether last-minute, massive collective action is possible before Things Fall Apart.


The episode will end with a case study that is both deeply depressing and somehow empowering: the Deep 
Adaptation Movement, based in England.


“We now face inevitable near-term social collapse. It is a responsible act to communicate this 
analysis now and invite people to support each other, myself included, in exploring the 

implications, including the psychological and spiritual implications….” 
-Professor Jem Bendell, Deep Adaptation


Jem Bendell is a Cambridge professor whose work centers around the multi-disciplinary concept of “Deep 
Adaptation," which involves accepting the almost certain collapse of society as we’ve come to know it, and 
reckoning with the implications.


Incorporating psychology, spiritual traditions, management theory, economics, medicine, and more, Bendell’s 
approach was published an article called “Deep Adaptation” that has gained an enormous following online in the past 
year amongst those who are hungry for a clear-eyed conversation about next steps.


In September of this year, Bendell will be hosting the first Deep Adaptation Retreat in Cambria, England, the stated 
goals of which are: “to take time out to pause, and give space and time to reflect – with others – on what is being 
asked of us in these extraordinary times.”


We will join the Retreat, allowing Bendell and the other participants to give the rather intense series a bit of vulnerable, 
open-hearted, individual closure, tinged though it may be with ominous linings. 





